NO ORDINARY SCHOOL 


Personal Reflections on Island School on its 40th Anniversary 
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Opening in the midst of the riots of 1967, Island School has, through four decades 
of massive change in Hong Kong, transformed itself from a colonial school for expatriate children, 
into a Hong Kong institution serving a community as diverse as the city itself. 


This personal history of Island School celebrates 40 years of achievement: of high academic 
standards, great sporting successes, superb dramatic and musical occasions and service to the 
community, amidst challenge and tragedy. Island School has lived more history in its brief life than 
most schools experience in a century: political turmoil (from the Cultural Revolution through 
Tiananmen and the Handover to SARS in the new century), demographic change and even 
the forces of nature have shaped this school. 


Island School has a unique spirit - or ethos - built on an optimistic view of young people and 
teachers. It exudes enormous energy. At times chaotic and frenetic, it has been for thousands of 
young people a caring and carefree place, where children of all nations come together to enjoy 
the rich treasure trove of experiences on offer. 


In this personal history, Chris Forse traces the story of the school from birth to middle age. The 
schools ethnic and cultural diversity is celebrated while the challenges this diversity poses are 
confronted. “East is East and West is West, and never the twain shall meet” wrote 
Rudyard Kipling. But he never came to Island School. 
In its rich mix of cultures, its cramped environment, its willingness to take chances and in its great 
sense of community this really is a unique and special place; certainly no ordinary school. 
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“Island School was made by hundreds of teachers”. Here they are. 
Apologies for my ignorance on some first names, and any duplicates, 
and, of course, for any omissions, Thank you all for making Island 


School what it is. 
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not just of the Principal, but of all those 


empowered to make a difference. 


I have my fears: the endlessly shifting 
paradigms on what constitutes best in 
educational practice” could remain on its 
current path towards ‘measuring meas 
urables’, risk aversion rather than chance 
taking, and ‘management’ over ‘leader 
ship’ - but these are merely a reflection 
of my own preference and prejudices 
Accountability is vital but so are the wider 
values of community, inclusivity and (dare 
I say it) spontaneity, JO) and love of (and 


respect for) individuality 


I believe that Island School has a powerful 
ethos that will transcend the vagaries ol the 
future. The Class of 2014 will probably be 


graduating from university when the school 


reaches its half century mark, but their 
younger siblings will, | am sure, be mem 
bers of a dynamic, caring and challenging 
place of which they will say, with pride, that 


this is ‘no ordinary school’ 
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School community — especially the ESF’s 
governing and executive bodies, and the 
parents — wants anything other than to en- 
sure the sustainability of this great school, 
It is more important than ever before that 
the Island School brand is strong because 
the challenges are greater than ever before. 
History, regrettably, is replete with lessons 
of how negative change can feed on itself. 


When I entered teaching in the UK in 1971, 
the optimism with which education was 
viewed as an instrument of individual and 
societal progress, by the post-war genera- 
tion of parents, had given way to greater 
scepticism and lower levels of trust. The 
permissive 1960s had created freedoms but 
had broken the order and coherence that we 
‘baby boomers’ had enjoyed in childhood. 
“This was a good school once” was a com- 
monly heard mantra around the country. 
Schools were increasingly blamed for the 
ills of society, for diminished lack of respect 
and poorer standards of behaviour. This fed 
on itself, wounding the self esteem of the 
profession. These impressions haunted me 
throughout my professional career; would 
they ever say of Island School that “this was 
a good school once”? Reflecting on the early 
1970s in England, I now realise that schools 
were less the cause than they were the 
victims of societal change, an inexhaustible 
source from declining family sta ndards to 
the iconoclastic role-modelling of celebrities 
from David Frost to Mick Jagger. Simple 
certainties were giving way to relativism 
and cynicism. “| can't get no satisfaction”. 
Dissatisfaction became a national pastime. 


But this inexhaustible source does not exist 
in Hong Kong. The values of home, family 
and community are stronger; manners are 
more respectful, Our customers are more 
inclined to trust and are less prone to com- 
plain, Our students believe, on the whole, 
that ‘school is cool’ (what a quaint anach- 


ronism that would be in my native coun- 


try) and that learning is fun, There may 

be distant rumblings: 2047 and the final 
handover are a generation and a half away! 
But it is difficult to see that the present 
milieu will fundamentally change in the 
near future. There will remain a world of 
wonderful students to win. It is the passion 
that Island School teachers feel for the stu- 
dents that has been, and must remain, the 
bedrock of the school's success. This book 
is dedicated to that passion. Island School 
was not created by plans and policies but by 
the willingness of its students and teachers 
to feel the spirit that energises its life, and 
to reach out and embrace it. This has been à 
story of a unique symbiosis of students who 
love to come to school and teachers who 
were prepared to "go the extra mile" for 
them, not because any contract or directive 
demanded it but because this accorded to 
the moral purposes that led us to enter this 
noble profession. The school's values are 
strong enough to rise above temporary dif- 
ficulties and challenges. We should never be 
satisfied with being just another (ordinary) 
school committed only to lowest common 
denominator measurables like exam results. 
The passion and commitment recorded in 
these pages give us a whole range of other 
of standards to uphold and improve on: 

in service to the community (at home and 


abroad), in participation in its diverse and 
challenging extra curricular programmes, 
in the quality of its sporting, musical, 
dramatic and debate offerings, its levels of 
mutual care, strength of home school ties, 
openness to experimentation and chance 
taking, but most of all in love of kids and in 


their love of learning. 


I close with a personal reflection. It is pos- 
sible that I could have found other places on 
the planet that were as fulfilling as Island 
School but this is the place I struck on. For 
me it is the greatest school in the world. 
And I know that I am not alone in thinking 
this. (In Richard Abrahall's departing words 
“it is the greatest school in the world that 
would have employed me”.) Perhaps other 
places are intellectually more challeng- 

ing (for teachers and students). Certainly 
other schools have better facilities. Others 
will have been better ‘managed’, been less 
frenetic and chaotic. But few schools in the 
world will replicate the mixture of cultures, 
enthusiastic students, supportive parents, 
committed teachers and visionary leaders, 
galvanised by the unique ethos that is Island 
School. It has been a privilege to have served 
this community over the past third of a 
century. It has been a privilege to share my 


memories with you. Bl 
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STAKEHOLDERS 


Betty Tsu 


Sue Coskry, personal assistant to Colin Niven 


also entered the pantheon of legendary 
Islanders. They have been stalwarts of the 
D&T workshops for decades and pivotal 

in the world record breaking Pedal Kart 
design team, and enjoy an enduring mutual 
love affair with the students. 


Among the many lab technicians Henry, 
Leo, Joanna and Jennifer have been or were 
long serving and respected members of 

the school community. School secretaries 
like Sue Coskry, Eileen Scarff, Anne Lucas, 
Ann Stapley and currently Dilip Sandhu 
have provided first class support to the 
Principal as well as often providing the 
first impression that new parents have of 
the school - an extraordinarily important 
role. One of the jobs least likely to please 
students is the librarian’s, the person who 
always has to nag students to be “silent” but 
who in fact have a run a sophisticated and 
efficient service at the centre of school life: 
Pat Finch, Marilyn McMahan (who also 
taught Latin), Kath Main and the current 


William 


Judy Yip 


incumbent, former architect and Dubliner 
Eva Bannon who modernised the system, 
and presided over a facelift that made the 
library and the adjoining seminar (now 
called the media room) a light, attractive 
and user friendly environment for access- 
ing information or for the quiet joys of 


reading. 


It would be difficult to do justice in this 
short space to the work of 17-19 Educational 
Assistants that are employed every year, 
some like Roberta Sheppard for many 

years, and some for a few weeks. At least 
one has been so inspired by the experience 
of supporting special needs classes that 

she went on to qualify as a teacher, Madhu 
Chowda. 


School nurses like Sheila Pang, Dorothy 
Wong and Elspeth Harding have become 
more than just dispensers of aspirins and 
TLC but also providers of first aid training 
to students and staff and creators of medi- 
cal packs for camps and school trips and 
advisors on epidemics like SARS. It would 
be difficult to underestimate their impor- 
tance and dedication. 


Often the first face of Island School for 
visitors is the security officer Andy, who sits 
by the main entrance taking the names of 
tardy students and visiting families. Lam 
pleased to say he is never given me a visitor 
badge in my post-Islander days. There is 
always a welcoming smile from Andy, 
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Rebecca Yip 


Eva Bannon, Librarian 


Special place always goes to those who 
‘woman’ the General Office (with a f 

male supporters like Adam Poynton) 

went gweilo for a few years in the early 
nineties with Margaret Schofield and Anne 
Dewar but for the past decade the team has 
centred on the remarkable Rebecca Yip and 
Betty Tsu, ably supported by data manager 
Elsa Leung (who shares with me a love 

of travel to remote parts of China), with 
Winnie on hand to help with reprograph- 
ics, and others such as Fatima, Prudence, 
Megan, Daniel and Kim. Judy Yip (sister of 
Rebecca) was my long suffering secretary as 
well as exams officer, in which role she sees 
everyone else at their worst without ever 

so much as a flush of emotion. Judy has the 
highest EQ known to man and is the best 
judge of character. Many are the hours 1 sat 
entranced as she summed up the teachers 
foibles and strengths with great acumen 
and humour. But I still don’t know why | 
am the “mad monkey”. 


I cannot underestimate the importance 

in my career of these stalwarts of Island 
School. One of the most important things 
lever did for colleagues was to accompany 
the leaders of the ESF Non Teaching Staff 
to the Labour Department in1999 to help 
resolve a difficult dispute between them and 
the ESE management over the Mandatory 
Provident Fund that ended in a mutually 
satisfactory compromise. It was the least I 
could do for the very important people who 
make our school tick. Love you all. Bi 
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Greg Wong: service with a smile from 1967-95 


NCILLARY staff... Non Teaching 

Staff... now Support Staff, all those 
employed but not teaching - the caretaker, 
the office staff, the lab technicians, life 
guards, cleaners, workmen, librarians and 
now Educational Assistants - are the people 
who really keep the school ticking over. 
When l arrived Delia McPherson was the 
school bursar and boss to Amy Lai (now of 


South Island School, the second longest serv- 


ing employee of the ESF and grandmother 
of an ESF child), Vicky Leung, and sisters 
Louise and Louisa, Paula Wood, who was 
Neil Harding's (and later Dave James and 
my) assistant, and of course the office boy 
known as Ah Cheung and later as Alex Wal, 


THE REALLY IMPORTANT 
"MEMBERS OF STAFF 


Alex joined the school in 1969 at the age of 
19 and he is today the longest serving em- 
ployee of the ESF. Alex trained in electronics 
and information technology to advance his 
career. Endlessly patient and unassuming, 
and totally reliable and calm, he became 

the technical trouble shooter for the school. 
Where would we have been without him 
when setting up those complex sound and 
light shows in our assemblies! Alex was one 
of the most important of my colleagues over 
a third ofa century: modest and unassum- 
ing despite all the ovations he receives at the 
end of each Interim Week assembly, 


Greg (“beef, chicken or pork?") Wong, the 
tuck shop proprietor, was an Island School 
icon, one of the most loved of the school 
community and at the time of his death in 
1995 the longest serving of those who were 
there at the birth of the school. Though ill 
for many years he struggled on to see his 
son graduate as à medical doctor, and when 
he died, Student Union President Andrew 
Shuen gave a moving eulogy In English and 
Cantonese, probably the only time Mars 
and Snickers have ever been mentioned on 
such a sad occasion, Greg loved kids and 
was endlessly patient and tolerant of the 
tuck shop queue culture of pushing and 


of Office at South Island c 1984. Amy is the 
second longest serving ESF employee and 
she stands next to Alex Wai (front right) 
who is the longest server. Amy is now an 
ESF grandmother 


shoving, rudeness and petty thievery. It was 
always service with a smile from Greg. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tang were also among the 
longest serving and suffering of the ESF's 
employees. | am sure when he took up resi- 
dence, Mr Tang would never have guessed 
that for many years he would oversee an 
institution that almost never closed; the 
Evening Institute, Time Out, school plays... 
He never complained and was always 
cheerful even when forced to call me in the 
middle of the night on the dreaded last day 
of attendance of Year 13 ("they are building 
a boat on Block 5 playground"). Mr. and 
Mrs. Tang retired to China in June 2007 
after three decades of service to the school. 
They will be missed. 


“Mr, Lee and William" (their names 
are always mentioned in tandem) have 
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__STAKEHOLDERS 


E TT AGUES AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF TEAMS 


The Staffroom in 1987: built for 50 it now caters for about 90 


LMOST as fulfilling for me as teach- teacher Simon Collins, and Lee Davies, who of chiefs, with such talent as Jenny Fearns, 

ing in ‘teacher’s heaven’ was the had quit the civil service for teaching a few Paul Tough, Jez Rowson, Caroline Kelly, 
camaraderie, friendship and professional years before. It would be hard to imagine a Sue Pyke and Kay Church in support. 
support of hundreds of teachers over thirty more intellectually powerful department. 
plus years. In 1988 Dave James became Principal and My other department, Economics, has if 

I became Deputy Principal (and Andy left!) anything been more convivial and self 

As this is a personal history I must first and successively Lee and Dave Harvey supporting, with tremendous team spirit. 
honour those with whom I have worked became head of Department after having Once the department was just Richard 
most | closely. I have been fortunate in both been Heads of House. Lee and Dave Abrahall, Raj Marya and myself. Richard 
having been part of two highly collabora- were completely at ease in a department was like a big brother to me, and he kept 


tive and happy academic departments: 
History and Economics, filled with inspir- 
ing practitioners. I was without a head 
of department in History after one term 
when Jan White left. Paul Gillingham 
became Head of Department in 1975 and, 
in 1977, recruited Dave James, with whom 
he had taught in the UK. The subject grew 
- enormously with some of the largest take 
The History Department, May up rates in O' and A level, and in 1980 


ewan Andy Homden joined the department, and 


( fj. Andy Homden (back the following year Janet Thomson. It was 

| left) like Dave James (to my left) — 'claxed but dynamic, We would engage in 

| became school Principals endless disputes about History and would 

| regularly join each others’ lessons. Paul and 

Jan left in 1983 and I was privileged to suc- 

; ceed as Head of Department. Joining at that 

V time were two ‘greats: Dave Harvey, then a 
er brash 24 year old (the brashness remains as History Department 1 

he approaches 50!) and nephew of Physics Fearns, Sue Pyke and 
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Anne Abrahall SE Harvey, Dave James, Beverley Duffy, Jenny 


Chris and Lavender 
Patten: Good Parents 


David James got a telling off from the 

ESF Chairman Ken Woodhouse in 1992 
for sending a school prospectus to the 
Governor elect Chris Patten, addressed to 
the Conservative Central Office in London. 


We had noticed a couple of teenaged daugh- 


ters at his knee in the television clips that 
were broadcast at the time of his appoint- 


ment and thought he might like to consider 


this school as his new address in Upper 
Albert Road was in the Island School zone! 


It was not inevitable that his one school- 
aged daughter Alice would go to school in 
Hong Kong. No Chief Executive had ever 
educated their children in Hong Kong. But 
this was no ordinary governor. He arrived 
at Queen’s Pier in July 1992 without the 


plumed hat and rapidly developed a ‘man of 


the people’ image. 


Lavender Patten visited Island School 
that summer, liked what she saw, and was 
suitably impressed by the appearance and 
manners of the Head Boy Sam Schofield 
who showed her around, So it was that 
on the first day of the 1992-3 school year 


through a barrage of photographers arrived 


student 95144, young Alice Patten, and a 
new family for the PTA Directory. 


The Pattens were good Island School par- 
ents. At the beginning of each school year 
we would receive a letter from Government 
House asking for key dates so they could 

be kept free. They never missed a parents’ 
evening or a school play or concert involving 
Alice. The Governor was always open to visit 
and talk to the students and would often 
welcome students to Government House. I 
recall contacting government house ahead 
of Interim Week in 1996 to see whether 

they would entertain a visit from a team of 
journalists to interview the Governor during 
Year 10 Media Week. Back came the stand- 
ard answer that regrettably the Governor's 
busy schedule precluded such a visit. Within 
hours this was reversed through a phone call 
to the school. The visit went ahead. 


There were Island School students acting as 
ushers on the historic evening when BBC 
held Any Questions in the Government 
House ballroom when Chris Patten made 
the statement that so outraged true blues in 
his former political party: all Hong Kong 
people should be granted right of abode in 
UK! Island School students also took part 
in the historic handover in the pouring rain 
at Tamar on 30" June 1997, 


‘The Pattens’ faith in the school extended 
to allowing Alice to remain with us for the 


Student 95144, Alice Patten (centre), arrives at Kai Tak with her parents (July 1992) 


Sixth Form even though her A’ levels would 
take place in the month of the handover. 
Faith was repaid; Alice achieved straight As 
at both GCSE and A’ level and went on to 
Cambridge. 


Satisfied parents? I guess they were. In 1999 
I bumped into Colin Niven in London dur- 
ing the World Debating Championships, 
and he told me that he had been at the 
Headmasters’ Conference meeting the 
previous year when Chris Patten opened his 
comments by telling those assembled that 
his daughter had attended “the best school 
East of anywhere". 8B 


f E 
RETURN: Chris Patten gave a book signing at 
Island School in November 1998. The former 
governor later said that it was the only event 
on the visit that went to schedule. Huge crowds 
through Hong Kong curtailed some of his other 
book signing events 
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Se Piers Jacobs, father of 
isabel Financial Secretary 

er the time of the 1987 Stock 
Ware! crash, when he ordered 
‘the temporary closure of the 
Steck Exchange 


Sài Hamish Macleod, tether of 
Kate and Torguil. As Secretary 
of Economic Affaire, ne 

launched the Ports & Airport ‘be 
Developments strategy FADS) with independence, ls important in the final checks and balances 


in 1990 and became Financial 
Secretary in 1992 


force restraining CHC parents from ‘inter 
fering’, as they would see it; While this is 
respected, it is regretted, Local parents have 
much to offer in addition to what, on occa 
sions, seems too unconditional a support. 
As the ESE moves into a new governance 
structure parents will have a place at the 
centre, on the Board of Governors. The 
school community we now serve is almost 
half Chinese and about two thirds East 
Asian or Eurasian, It is hoped that their 
parents will take up the challenge to play 
an important role at the heart of the school 
and the ESF in the new century. 


Many of our ‘local’ parents commit to far 
greater sacrifices to enable their children 


to receive the best opportunities through 


education than Is the case in my country 
where a ‘nanny state’ set of expectations 
exist. | know from discussions with parents 
that it is not unusual for a local family to 
buy or sell (or lease) a home to provide 
funds for the future or present education of 
their children (and sometimes grandchil 
dren, nephews and nieces), $100,000 (US!) 
is the price many pay to have each of their 
children educated in American universities 
(less in the UK). Schooling is less expen 
sive but mortgaging homes or downsizing 
accommodation is often the cost. Saving is 
from birth or even pre-natally. Charity is 
not expected. My respect is boundless and 
humbling, In my current position as Head 


The School Council: A Family Affair? 


Our archives record that the first Chairmen of the School Council, the school’s governing 
body, were Professor W. G. Gregory and the Reverend D. L. Rogers, neither of whom | can 
recall. They were succeeded in 1977, by the Reverend Peter Sidebotham, the Dean of the 
Cathedral, and himself an Island School parent. The tradition of Island School parents 
succeeding to the Chairmanship was continued successively by Nan Robertson (1980), 
Claire Clydesdale (1984) and Elfed Roberts (1989). In 1997 came a new dimension when 
former student Tim Hoffman (ex Nansen) became the Chairman and later a member of the 
ESF Executive. In 2003 he was succeeded by another former student Pindar Wong once of 


Rutherford, Breaking with tradition in 2007, Malcolm Gibson, from 
the Mass Transit Railway Corporation, became the first chairman for 
thirty years to have no previous connection to the school. 


We have been fortunate in the choice of Chairs, and all have 
ensured that the school was effectively overseen by a ‘board of 
governors’ many of whom have had a personal Interest in the 
‚school, Personal interest Is, in the new ESF of transparency and ac 
countability, not necessarily enough, and must be weighed against 
an element of ‘independence’. Community members, though, can 
count within their ranks former students and it is pleasing to see 

- former Head Boy Johnny Uttamchandani and current Alumni chief 

Bo Fussing taking their place on the Council, As in all things, a 

balance‘ of passion for the school with the detachment that comes 


Johnny Uttamchandani 


Bo Füssing 


of Parent and Student Services at the ESF ] 
am sensitive and sympathetic to those wh 
seek an education in our schools but 

are relegated to Category 2 by the a 
sions criteria. If 1 could, at the wa 

wand, change anything in Hong F 
would be to build more ESF sch 

cal people, rather than see them | 

in more expensive internationa 

some of which (but not all) are; 


tions of the quality of ESF sch 


During the years of economic d 
after the Asian economic cris 
SARS, it was not just ‘local’ fam 


made sacrifices to secure thei 


education. I recall a dinner part 

2003. There were a dozen of us, six couple 
— all European — that night, and by coir 
cidence we were all Island School parents 
Three were fathers who had been made 
redundant, one had undergone a ma 


turndown in his business, and the other 


had suffered pay cuts that nm 
to remain in Hong Kong. I was the on 
one unaffected by any of this but | was 


moved by the determination of these peo 
to fight on in Hong Kong because their 
children loved Island School 


Schools exist for students and families. We 


could not hope for more wonderful children 
to teach or more supportive parents. Island 
School teachers are for the most part acutely 
aware of this, Parents are deeply aware 
and appreciative of the service rendered to 
their children by many teachers who give 
far beyond the call of duty. The years of 
troubles across the ESF have weakened but 
not destroyed this mutual respect. The 40 
anniversary celebrations will be an occasion 
to reinforce teacher-parent bonds that have 
been the hallmark of the school's histor) 


Io our parents and families - our custom 


ers - all honour and gratitude. 
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The Island School 
Marriage Bureau 


Alexine Courtney / Mark Duggan 
Alison Dexter / Nicky Wong 
Alison Pyle / Ronnie Baillie 

Alison Raymont / Steve Carter 
Amanda Hughes / Sam Schofield 
Amy Stevens / Robert Strachan 
Angela Watkins / Paul Bower 

Cary Campbell / Paulo Lopez 
Claire Ford / David Willott 

Debbie Saunders / Mike Carr 
Debbie Saunders / Ronnie Baillie 
Dinah McPherson / Philip Prata 
Geeta Sakhrani / Manoj Arora 
Karen Kibble / Kieron Combes 
Kavita Daswani / Sunil Gidumal 
Kiki Conte / John Swaine 

Lynn Huddleston / Chris Haldenby 
Marianne Rosenquist / Adrian Hall 
Marion McBride / Jose Suarez 
Melissa Nichols / Jamie Nesbitt 
Melle Lovatt / Mike Scales 

Milan Greenhalgh / Mike Jones 
Rashida Tyebkhan / Taha Ebrahim 
Renu Dhirani / Gryffydd James 
Shalini Mahtani / Ravi Gidumal 
Sunita Mahtani / Narinder Vachani 
Tracey Bryan / Alan Davy 
Veronica Pepe / Roger Chan 
Wendy Green / Martin Ladd 
Wendy Watson / Willy Roberts 


Ellen Sherry / James Endicott are due 


to marry in October 2007 


Melissa Nichols and Jamie 
Nesbitt 


Rashida Tyebkan and Taha 
Ebrahim 


Shalini Mahtani and Ravi 
Gidumal 


Sunita Mahtani and Narendar 
Vachani 


Wendy Watson and Willy Roberts 


Students who became 
Island School parents 


Some have become Island School parents 
including Sunita and Narínder, and Geetz 
and Manoj, and others will, 1 arn sure. 


Alimchandani 


Gill Picken 


Michael Sheppard Pascale Litmaath 


Suman Lall 


| These are a few - as many as | can find with certainty - of those who married 
‚school mates, Not all dated at school, or even when they were in the same 
Form (Amanda and Sam), Some kept it in-House - Marion and Jose (Fleming) 
Karen and Kieron (Nansen), And one couple did it twice: Debbie and ` 
nnie wen both previously married to Islanders. 


And what became of some 
of the teachers? 


Did Neil Harding’s concrete boat really 
sail? Yes it did. He and Ruth lived on it for 
seven years before sailing her all the way 
from Hong Kong across the Indian Ocean 
around the Cape to the Caribbean where 
they sold her to a Venezuelan. 


Richard Andrews joined first Hull and 
then Middlesex University as a professor of 
education. Tony Webb forsook Languages 
to train to be a lawyer in which capacity he 
returned to Hong Kong and academic life at 
the Chinese University. Pete Howe stayed 
ina kind of education role as a driving 
instructor on the Isle of Man. 


Some branched out into completely 
different lives. Bob Delpech, once of the 
Royal Navy became first a chiropodist and 
then the Ambassador for the Seychelles 


in London. He now lives in retirement 


Lee Davies: farewell party in Macau (June 1998) 
before he became a Scottish gentleman farmer 


close to Dave Howells in west Wales. 

Paul Gillingham left to take an M.Ed 

at Oxford which he put to good use as a 
BBC freelancer, in his family shoe shop in 
the Fulham Palace Road and now in the 
travel industry. Barry Connelly bought 

a public house; Rod Cooper a motel. 
Merion Norcross took over a post office. 
John Warren sold medical equipment 
around the world. Keith Garner, after 

a spell as deputy head at South Island 
School, became manager of the Hong Kong 
Cricket Club. Bryan Massingham runs a 
“resort cum school away from school’ in 
remote northern Thailand. Pride of place 
must surely go to Lee Davies, erstwhile 
head of Wilberforce and History and Year 
8 country dancing instructor, who has 
become a sheep farmer in Scotland, which 
as you see from the photograph makes him 
very happy. Bi 


The answer to one of the $64,000 ques- 
tions that preceded publication, is that one 
former Head of Wilberforce had a run in 


Five Principals. Colin 
y Ronald Rivers-Moore, 
Dave James and 


with Saddam Hussein. At the outset of the 
Gulf War in 1990 the late Saddam took con- 
trol of a British Airways plane that landed 


Some stayed in teaching and went on to 
become Heads, among them Clive Keevil 
in Malaysia and Australia, Andy Homden 


‚Driver in London in 1998 


in Malaysia, Turkey and Thailand, Richard 
Dyer in Malaysia, Denis Stanworth in 
Japan and Heather Wilson in Scotland. 

It is also worth noting that every other 
ESE secondary school has been led by a 
former Island School teacher (and in West 
Island’s case, two): Mike Taylor, Jennifer 
Bray, Mike Behennah, Polly Graham 
and Jane Foxcroft, Pete Garrett became 
a house master at United World College 
in Singapore, while retaining his enthu- 
siasm for Rock "n Roll and water skiing, 


which even the crushing of his leg by an 
mpen. John and Jerri 


elephant could not da 
ican academia, John 


Willett entered Amer | 
at Harvard and Jerri at the 


as a professor 
; tts (Amherst). 


Universily of Massachuse 


at Baghdad airport, took the passengers 
hostage and threatened to use them as 
human shields. 
When he 
subsequently 
released them 
| recognised 
one on my TV 
screen to be 
none other 
than... Linda 
Dolwin. 


Linda Dolwin, taken 
hostage by Saddam 
Hussein 


lain Simpson: rugby and Oxford!... and BBC 
correspondent in Cambodia 


computer kids at school, ended up be- 

ing the school boss as Chairman of the 
School Council while Sunil Nanda became 
Chairman at Kennedy School. 


Some entered the media with great suc- 
cess: lain Simpson became a foreign 
correspondent with the BBC World Service 
while Jane Hutcheon kept up a family 
tradition by becoming a journalist with 

the Australian Broadcasting Corporation 
where she has covered stories in China (and 


Jane Hutcheon, daughter of Robin Hutcheon 
who was the editor of the SCMP, became a 
foreign correspondent for the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, first in China and 
then in the Middle East. She is reporting here 


from Egypt 


written a book From Rice to Riches) and 

in the heart of the Middle East conflictin 
Jerusalem, George Cristofis is a successful 
executive with HK Magazine, Steven Lewis 
was for a time a journalist with the South 
China Morning Post as was Kavita Daswani 
who now is a Hollywood and fashion corre- 
spondent, resident in LA, and whose book 
For Matrimonial Purposes has interested 
Miramax and Warner with a view to turn- 
ing it into a movie, Samanthi Dissanayake 


is combining duties as a 
mother with reporting 
for the BBC in which 
capacity she returned 
to Hong Kong to report 
on the 10'" anniver- 
sary of the handover. 
On a more local level 
Deborah Moore moved 
from success in Miss 
Hong Kong to become 

a TVB presenter as 

did Diana Abrahams. 
Dominic Lau not only 
comperes the Rock-It 
festivals in Victoria 
Park but as a Channel 

V presenter was at the 


Deborah 
Moore: Miss HK 
International 
andlater a TV 
announcer 


2007 Oscars interview- 
ing stars on the red 
carpet. And Island 
School produced two 
Canto-pop singers, 
Celine Horan (who 
sang for Bill Clinton 
while still at school) 
and Fiona Sit who is 
now the Canto-pop idol of Hong Kong. 


Fiona Sit 


Some made it in sport: Colin Grant was 
a Hong Kong Davies Cup tennis player 

and Dawn Olsen (see Wilberforce) was a 
world ranked squash star. Some achieved 


Dawn Olsen became a world-ranking squash 
player 


success in approaching middle age: Robert 
Whitehead became the first Hong Kong 
competitor to win a gold medal in Karate 
in the prestigious Thailand Open at age 36 
when he was a practicing barrister. Andre 
Steynberg, swimmer extraordinaire in 

his school days, returned to competitive 
swimming as a dad and won the senior gold 
medal in the World masters (for over 50s) 
in 50m backstroke in 29 seconds in 2007. 
Roman Krznaric became a practitioner 
and world authority on the original form of 
tennis, Real (Royal) Tennis, and has writ- 
ten a book on the topic entitled The First 
Beautiful Game. 


Some entered local politics with success 

in the case of Christine Loh and abject 
failure in the case of former ISSU president 
Andrew Shuen, whose attempt at elec- 


tion ended ‘disappointingly’. Christine 
became the most popular political figure 


Christine Loh campaigning in 1998 


in Hong Kong after the handover having 
won election to the Legislative Council in 
1998 to which she was first appointed by 
Governor Patten in 1992. Though retired 
from electoral politics Christine remains an 
enormously influential shaper of opinion 

in areas like human rights and the envi- 
ronment, and as head of Civic Exchange 
think tank. She often expresses surprise 
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Jenifer Stone and Candi Bryant 


Let's party! 


Reunion Y2K London 


Probably the biggest reunion outside of 
Hong Kong was held over two days in 
August 2000 at Ealing Town Hall and at 
an adjoining park where the annual Jazz 
Festival was being held. This was for the 
select: those with numbers ranging from 
75101 to 85650 (i.e. anyone attending from 
Form One in 1970 to leaving in 1987). 
About 300 attended. Some flew in from 
Australasia, the Middle East, East Coast/ 
West Coast USA and from Hong Kong 
itself. Some had not changed a bit (Robert 
Ruiz, Jane Hutcheon, Steve Saunders, Jan 
Weddepohl, the three Maguires and Lianne 
Ning’s adorable smile) but some were a bit 
grey around the temples (Dave Askew). 
Some had grown up (Carl Mesham), some 
had grown hair (Nicki Wong), some had lost 
hair (Peter Selinger, Keith Hughes), some 
had grown biceps (Robert Devereux), some 
had grown slim (Anand Tucker), and more 
than a few had grown out. There were a few 
speeches delivered against a backdrop of 
bedlam: Steve Garlick, Dave Askew, Dave 
James, Nina Wadia and myself. Billy Chima 


Been Myatt, Philip Duffy, Robert Hoey 
and David Green 


The Class of 1980 


(once known as Balbir Singh) cut deals on 
his mobile and there were various bits of 
hanky panky around the place... all very 
‘Island School’! Memories were relived, 
most happy but some sad (the passing of 
Jonathan Lange and Alin Spackman). It was 
good to see former colleagues Alan Riddy, 


John Warren, Paul Gillingham, Colin Niven, 


Jennifer Bray, Dave Reid, the Barhams, Pam 
Butler, Dave Howells and Ruth Hooper. The 
organisers Mark Hand, Karen Espley, Steve 
Garlick and Sally Redding got flowers. They 
deserved much more for setting up such a 


brilliant occasion. (Pity about the food... but 
no one noticed!) 


Reunited after 20 years with former next door 
neighbour Alan Riddy 


Jan Weddepohl, Garic Howles and Earl 
Knudsen 


“Askew, get out of the room” “Make me!” 


The Organisers: Mark Hand, Karen Espley, Sally 
Redding and Steve Garlick 


ke? 


Brotherly love: Joe Nina Wadia “Well, 
and Fran O'Neill goodness gracious me” 
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REUNION! Reunions are a global 
phenomenon. This was the 
reunion in the school hall at the 
Millennium, December 1999 


FIPO start, a Latin lesson: Alumni are the 
A male graduates of a school or college; 
alumnae are the female equivalents. So the 
Island School Alumni Association makes 
certain sexist assumptions which have so 
far gone unnoticed at Island School. For a 
school attended by over 12,000 students, 

most of whom feel great loyalty to their 
alma mater (from the motto of Bologna 
University - "Alma Mater Studiorum” 

~ nurturing mother), it is in some ways 
remarkable that the history ofthe Island 
School alumni has not been more robust. 


Various attempts have been made over the 
years to cultivate former students, most 
notably through Jan Freeman’s Islanders 
Association, but it was not until the mid 
1990s that a serious attempt was made to 
gather in the names and email addresses 
of former students from the mists oftime. 
Many will remember alumnus (singular/ 
masculine) 'Arthur' - who attended the 
school briefly when in Year 7 but whose 
full identity is a mystery - who scurried 
around at school reunions collecting email 
addresses. Arthur was a great friend of the 
school and built up an email address list 
of about 3,000 students and ran a website. 
Kegrettably for reasons unknown to me 
Arthur relinquished this role a few years 
ago but made his email list available to the 


school. Since then the school and ESF have 
provided resources to enable the school to 
build a sustainable organisation with an 
electronic network that will allow alumni/ 
ae and the school to talk to each other. 


The Association operates out of a room in 
the former Squash Courts ‘manned’ first by 
alumna (singular/feminine) Anna Stansfeld 
and now by Krishin Hotwani. The electron- 
ics were provided courtesy of a $100,000 
investment by the ESF in a brilliant new 
web portal "The Island School Alumni 
Association' on http://alumni.island.edu. 
hk. Though we retain Arthur's old email 
list few addresses remain Operational, but 
about 1,000 former students and staff have 
signed up, at the time of writing, on the 
new website in the four months since the 
launch. 
The association is run by a committee 
which has included former 
uis Anita Gidumal, Jane Howells, 

nna Steiner, Koko Mue i irki 
and others) and staff ( GE Een 
Marion John, S 
They have set E zn N 

Y Successful 

reunions at Rugby Sevens time, to add to 
the annual Christmas one. But it isa lob 
family and relatively few can attend YA = 
local events. Reunions are held around the 


students (Bo 


world: New York, California and England 


(and on one occasion on the Roof of the 
World”) among others. One such occasion 
was in London in the millennium summer 
and warrants a section of its own in this 
publication. 


Island School now has, hopefully, a sustain- 
able and modern structure that can roll on 
through the decades linking alumni and 
alumnae in a growing family. As John F 
Kennedy once said, “2,000 years ago the 
proudest boast was civis romanus sum” 
Today 12,000 people aged from ten to 50 
can proudly boast “I am an Islander”. 


With Carl Mesham, Tim Hoffman (then 
Chairman of the School Council) and Tim Lloyd, 
Fleming and Middlesboro FC loyalist, who 
Passed away a few years later 


Student Union election 1987 


KHEÄEOKÄKaK Litt Went N; 


toilet rolls to a student 
were taught, a radical visi 


Mac leod also promoted if) 
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The ISSU 


The Student Union has been a part of 
school life since its inauguration by Ronald 
Rivers-Moore in 1973. With the introduc- 
tion, shortly afterwards, of elections for the 
presidency it became the first Island School 
experiment in democracy. Some election 
campaigns and presidencies stick in the 
memory like the contest between Sunil 
Nanda (once referred to as a future Prime 
Minister of India but in reality a future 
Chairman of Kennedy School) and Robert 
Ruiz in 1980. Victorious Sunil picked his 
‘cabinet’ - the executive - and engaged in 
an energetic year of charity fund raising 
and even a memorial celebration of the life 
of John Lennon in December which ended 
with the entire school twisting to "Twist 
and Shout’. There were monthly parlia- 
ments of ISSU representatives elected from 
every form. It was a good introduction to 
representative politics. 


In 1983 in the days before stickers and 
banners, Kenneth McBride defeated his 
opponents in a campaign that promised 

a socialist paradise that went beyond soft 
toilet rolls to a student voice in what they 
were taught, a radical vision that Torquil 
Macleod also promoted in his presidency 
in 1989-90. Some campaigns were marvels 


The Student Union Executive 1983-84 


of strategy, like Leslie Kong in 1988 who 
successfully embraced ‘child power’ by 
directing his time at Years 7-8 who voted in 
the greatest numbers. One trend that I tried 
to reverse when I became Head of Sixth 
Form was the vogue for ‘Party’ elections, 
of vast amorphous groups in which the 
president was almost invisible. Most people 
thought Steven Lewis was elected president 
in 1987 but it was in reality Patrick 
O'Donnell. In my years it was a straight 
election between presidential candidates, 
with the winner personally responsible to 
his electorate, and I expected a bi-partisan 
administration including those who also 
won large proportions of the vote. I admit 
the election campaigns lacked glitz but 
those elected had clear manifestos and were 
accountable. Those elected were on the 
whole dynamic and effective: I recall that 
Nick Campsie made good on his pledge to 
build a canopy above the tuck shop queue 
in 1993. Torquil was a committed president 
but found frustrating the realities of the 
checks and balances in the school power 
structure: he was a union leader, not a 
surrogate Principal. 


In recent years ISSU elections become oc- 
casions much beloved of students, of noisy 
SU assemblies made up of slightly porno- 
graphic videos, dance routines and stand 
up comedy acts, that miraculously man- 
aged to elect some good teams who gloried 
under names such as Genesis, Fusion, 


The ISSU Election Assembly c2000 


Buddhist Funk and Vox in Populi. I actu- 
ally gave these assemblies a miss for several 
years believing they were a parody of what a 
responsible election process should be, and 
appreciated Pak Chan’s honest appraisal in 
front of the school that one campaign had 
gone beyond the bounds of acceptability. In 
the end, though, the election is only part of 
the process of student empowerment and 
the teams elected continued to represent 
their members with enthusiasm. More 
important was the growing acceptance 
that the ISSU ‘executive’ were the leaders 
of the school community who served their 
members in a variety of ways, not least in 
providing a Youth Club, “Time Out‘, for 
the younger students on a Friday night -a 
brilliant Island School and ISSU institution. 
Like most things at Island School, things 
change but nothing really changes. E 


The vote! 
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For the first term of that school year I 

was trying to balance two roles, one as 
Deputy Principal of the school and one 

as Acting Assistant Chief Executive. It 
was the unhappiest period of my career. 
My sympathies for Michelle, situation 
were borne ofan understanding that she 
also had to balance interests; those of the 
parents, students, teachers and of the ESF 
Centre. She would not shirk or seek solace 
in playing off interested parties or through 
buck passing; there was only one interest 
to preserve, the long term sustainability of 
the school. In time the staff, fundamentally 
the most decent people one could hope to 
work with, will I am sure recognise the 
quiet fortitude shown by Michelle Hughes 
in those dark months. 


The darkness of the time was only 

partly the result of differences with the 
ESF management. The shadow of cancer 
hung over the school. Dai Evans was dying, 
Julia Jackson had courageously fought the 
disease for seven years, Diana Wilson had 
returned to Britain for treatment, Trudy 
Lant had recently defeated cancer, and 
Rebecca Yip was suspected (wrongly as it 
mercifully transpired) as having a brain 
tumour, At the same time Bob Bhownath 
had suffered a brain seizure on the day of 
the School Fair (having lost his beloved 
daughter a few months before). Though 
an investigation of the safety of the sci- 
ence laboratories had uncovered nothing, 
a feeling of bad joss pervaded the school, 
accentuated by a recently erected and ugly 
security fence that seemed to entrap 4 
negative energy- Island School was always 
an open, optimistic place; now it seemed 
pessimistic, embattled and brooding. 

he Autumn Term it 


would leave the school 
w role 


In the last hours oft 
was confirmed that ] 
permanently at Easter to take up à ne 
as Head of Parent and Student Services for 


Diana Wilson joined the school as Michelle 
became Principal. She then endured two battles 
with cancer before succumbing in January 
2007. Farewell Diana, we hardly knew you but 
you touched all our lives 


the ESF. My leaving assembly on 7 April 
2006, was designed not only to link the 
current school to its past, to remind those 
assembled what we owed to those who 
went before, but to lift spirits. I dedicated 
the occasion to Dai, Diana, Julia, Bob and 


Rebecca. 


Regrettably, a few weeks later Dai Evans 
passed away, to be followed seven months 
later by the courageous Diana Wilson. 

In April 2007 Julia Jackson succumbed 
after her seven year struggle. Few schools, 
anywhere and at any time, have had to deal 
with such a coincidence of tragedy. 


Interestingly the school yearbook for 2006-7 
bore a black cover, Despite the optimistic 
tone of Michelle Hughes's Principal's 
Foreword in that edition, this was a year to 
put behind us, but one that will always be 


remembered. W 


THE MICHELLE HUGHES ERA 


Whereas in 2004 the Island School staff had 
agreed to “industrial action’ (withdrawa 
from extra curricular activities) more o 
of solidarity with the teachers’ union, | 
through a wish to confront the situati 

a way that would harm the students, ı 
time they were to be among the most 
tant. It was felt that the Principals (ay 
them Michelle) and parents had not. 
enough to protect teacher interests. T] 
teachers made the School Fair the tar 
the frustrations, and the following Int 


M | 3 P E E L E H U G H E S three years of falling salaries or benefits. Week was for a time distinctly under threat 
Itwas understandable that many teachers As the school year wore on it appeared 


Michelle Hughes, the school's sixth Principal 


should feel demoralised, as some of the that the unique Island School ethos wa: 
longest serving and most dedicated were threatened, an ethos based on high levels 
ICHELLE became the sixth to face the largest cuts. The reforms were of trust, strong teacher-parent bonds, and 
Principal of Island School, and presented in an uncompromising manner teachers’ willingness to ‘go the extra mile’ 
the second successively to be appointed by an ESF leadership determined to redress for the students. Several staff, especially 
from within the existing staff, when she the inefficiencies and inequities of the past those with children, began to rethink their 
successfully survived a grueling regime that had been so publicly exposed by the long term commitment to Hong Kong and 
of interviews and presentations in March LegCo Public Accounts Committee. Island School. 


2005. The announcement of her appoint- 
ment by Chairman Pindar Wong in the 
staffroom was met with an eruption of joy. 
Michelle had won the respect of everyone 
since her arrival from the UK in 1999 as 
Deputy Principal (having taught at West 
Island School where she had led the school 
programme for school self evaluation). 


Her first year as Principal was to bea 
‘baptism of fire’. 


A Dark Year: 2005-2006 


Michelle Hughes could not have asked for a 
more difficult debut year as Principal. 
2006-7 was certainly the unhappiest one in 
the years that I have been associated with 
the school, Within weeks of her inaugura- 
tion came notice that teacher remuneration 


was to be further adjusted, which meant School Council chairman Pindar w 
r 
that at Island School, with the largest nee! in March 2005, Seconds after this pico nonce the appointment of Michelle Hughes 
proportion of long servers, many teachers chelle combined a passion for the school’ ovas taken the staffroom erupted in joy. 
ld look f d i of else she had educated the teaching UNE quatiens With sound judgment. More than anyone 
would look forward to a period of up to own performance e importance of schools regularly evaluating their 
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and fed back into the computer) in Math 
Languages and Music, computers are used 
to fight the Battle of Hastings in Histor 
or locate factories in Geography, Musi 
students can compose pieces on a la 
and see them transcribed by a compu 
rooms now devoid of desks and chalı 
students can now access work throu 
Connected Learning Community oi 
they can save their work. Who kn: 
2025 Island School may be a ‘virtua 
with timetables and school days bar 
resembling today’s. This is the brave ı 
world that beckons the best schools in 


next decades. 


.„and Assessement 


Some readers may remember when they 
were give seven out of ten, and an end of 
year report that said “Good progress, keep 
it up”, Life was easier for teachers then. 
Work is now assessed according to ‘objec- 
tive’ levels, benchmarks set nationally in 
some subjects. 


One of the myths of the technology age 
is that is it time saving. New technologies 
are just as likely to open up new levels of 
sophistication, more exact ways of record- 
ing grades and reporting, and measuring 
the ‘value added’ through each stage. New 
forms of evaluation have been added, 

so that students respond to targets set 

to meet appropriate levels of challenge, 
which bring a greater sense of account- 
ability for teachers. This has added a new 
dimension to the expectations and to the 
professionalism of teachers. | wonder also 
whether it has fundamentally changed 
the nature of the vocation. Has the art of 
teaching now given way to the science (or 
even the mechanism) of instruction for 


| assessment? 


m - -- 
From this: a Physics lesson in the 19705... 


OM CHALK AND TALK TO 
INTERACTIVE TECHNOLOGY: 
NEW STYLES OF LEARNING... 


OMEONE leaping forward in time from 


the late 1970s to the early 21st Century 
might barely recognise Island School 
classrooms; serried rows of desks (and 


classes of 40) have been replaced by flexible 
configurations of furniture for group work, 


computers and interactive whiteboards. 
‘Knowledge’ (product) now shares pride 
of place with ‘process’; it is less what you 
know than how you acquire knowledge. 
Right answers are in a sense less important 
than questions asked: the root of enquiry- 
based learning. In no area has this been 
more important than in Technology: what 
used to be called Woodwork, Metalwork, 
Plastics, Needlework and Cooking. It is 

in this area that the new methodologies 
were first pioneered: identify a problem, 
design a solution, try it out and evaluate it. 
Technical Drawing gave way to Graphical 
Communication (and Stewart Harding's 
bright and inspiring 223, my favourite 
classroom) which is now superseded by 
Computer Aided Design in what were, at 
the turn of the century, multi-medium, 
state of the art technology suites. Probably 
in no other area are teachers more required 


to update skills; that was the challenge for 
Stewart, Keith Mowser, Dave Howells and 
Martin Dewick in which they received great 
help from newcomers Matthew Smith and 
Mark Roper. Even the old barriers between 
food, textiles and resistant materials have 
broken down; the methodologies are the 
same, it is just the materials that differ. 
Matthew and Martin spread their talents 

to Food, in support of Carrie Bean, Liz 


Stephens, Gillian Spearing and Karen Rasby, 


while Claire Tait carved out an interesting 
new space for Textiles. New technologies are 
used in all subjects: Interactive Whiteboards 
(which display computer generated images 
that can be manipulated on the whiteboard 


„Plastics workshop c1987 
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Gather Round the 
Wagons!: The ESF Crises 
of 2004 


No sooner had SARS departed, than ESF 
was faced with multiple other crises. 
Having demurred from recommending a 
pay cut when the civil service took theirs in 
2001, effectively breaking the link between 
ESE and civil service salaries, a five percent 
pay cut for teachers (roughly half the civil 
servants cut in 2001) was announced in 
June 2003. After two explosive union meet- 
ings, the ESF backed down and set up a Pay 
Review Body to buy time. 


In China they would say what happened in 
the Spring of 2004 was a sign that 'heaven's 
mandate' was being withdrawn from a 
makeshift ESF management as it lurched 
from crisis to crisis. A new pay cut was 
proposed, mirroring the first civil service 
pay cut of 4.42 percent but with the full 10 
percent cut for newly arriving teachers, to 
which all salaries would adjust over two 
contracts. Again the ESF teachers union 
made their opposition known, confronted a 
Foundation meeting and extracted another 
stand down from the Chairman, the belea- 
guered Jal Shroff, who agreed to review the 
pay cut. As the union imposed a ‘withdrawal 


Source- South Chína Morning Post 


of goodwill’ (withdrawal from extra cur- 
ricular activities) concessions were offered. 
The 10 percent floor was removed, and 
employees were to receive four seats on an 
eight-person Remuneration Study Group, to 
recommend on future pay awards. As far as 
Arthur Li was concerned heaven's mandate 
had been withdrawn; the ESF could not be 
trusted with public money. Our subvention 
was now seriously in peril. 


Then followed a most bizarre affair. Following 
the sudden resignation of Chief Executive 
Jonathan Harris in June 2004 (after only six 
months in charge), local businessman and ESF 
parent, Mike Haynes, was proposed as Chief 
Executive by the Chairman. In the face of a 
parental revolt - led by some Island School 
parents - the ESF Executive Committee 
refused to endorse Haynes and the Chairman 
and Vice Chairman resigned. The ESF now 
had no substantive Chief Executive and no 
Chairman. 


If that was not enough, a leak to the 

SCMP hinted (wrongly as it turned out) at 
sumptuous lunches for management at fee 
payers' expense. On that day I felt that ESF 
Head Office resembled a laager, a circle of 
wagons, drawn around to fight the hostile 
tribes. It seemed the teachers, parents, 
media and government were circling, ready 
for the kill. 


| empathised with the Acting Chief 
Executive, John Bohan, a decent and fair 
minded man, forever mindful of teacher 
goodwill, But our troubles were the result 
of a reluctance to face hard choices after 
two decades of plenty, The Hong Kong 
‘bubble’ had burst but the ESF lived in a 
cocoon, unaccountable and bloated, and I 
was reminded of a poem by Edwin Muir, 
“The Good Town’. Our school wasa good 
school, life was comfortable “but our peace 
betrayed us, we betrayed our peace”, We all 


In the summer of 2004 | was seconded to 

ESF Head Office as Acting Assistant Chief 
Executive to support John Bohan the Acting 
Chief Executive (left). Through allthe troubles 
I never heard John Bohan speak badly of 
anyone. He had a great emotional attachment 
to the schools 

and showed 
considerable 
courage under fire 


Left: Professor 
Felice Lieh Mak 
became ESF 
Chairman in March 
2004 


- management, school leaders and teachers 
— were responsible for the troubles; we were 
all were to feel the consequences. 


What followed was predictable: a new 
chairman, the formidable Felice Lieh Mak, 
the Audit Commission report, the Public 
Accounts Committee, and the appoint- 
ment of a new Chief Executive Heather du 
Quesnay who “was made of sterner stuff”. 


The final twist of fate was my own second- 
ment to Head Office to become Acting 
Assistant Chief Executive for the year of 
transition. It was a year in the ‘eye’ of the 
storm, of lobbying politicians and media for 
retention of the subvention, and of amending 
ESE's policies and procedures. But the ‘eye’ is 
only a lull, before the next storm, which was to 
explode in Island School's darkest year. E 
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night (1 managed to disguise myself 
as a hippy). The evening was one of 
international food stalls, night mar- 
ket, lion dances, rock groups and 
a sample of the cultural evenings. 
A school song written by Ellen 
Sherry (some of you may remem- 
ber the whole school rehearsals 
on Block 5 playground - was this 
a first in history?) was sung by 
the entire community when to 
the surprise of most of us including myself, 
the lights dimmed as a huge ‘Island School 
2000° banner rose over the school illumi- 
nated by the fire sticks of jugglers. It was 
good that the lights were out as there was 
not a dry eye in the place. 


Inevitably after four nights of entertain- 
ment the neighbours began to complain, 
and equally inevitably the police arrived. 
No worries; the hippy Deputy Principal was 
on hand to explain. And when the police- 
man asked the inevitable question as to 
when our next millennium party was going 
to take place, I looked at my watch and said 


“in one thousand years, twenty days and 


two hours time; please come”. 


The Millennium Celebrations were re- 

ally the brainchild of Drama Head, Geoff 
Readman who choreographed that amaz- 
ing night. In his summation he quoted 
Raymond Williams: “There is a culture to 
a particular place, only fully accessible to 
those who live in that time and place”. This 
was Island School on 10 December 1999, 
the school shared its own special world - a 
world on the playground - and it has never 
before or since seen in such a spectacle (but 
I am sure the school will challenge it on its 
40th Anniversary!). In his leaving valedic- 
tory Geoff said he doubted any other school 
in the world could have sustained such a 
week in quite that way. Bi 


Millennium Eve Party, 31st December 
1999, Fidel Forse with Anthony Plumly, 
Ellen and Jenny Sherry, Stuart Foreman, 
Chris Bowles and Lizzie Broadfoot. Ellen, 
who wrote the school millennium song, 
was the Y2K bug at this theme party 


Wait Till the Midnight 
Hour 


Being a teacher with kids who were 
Islanders past and present, gave my family 
and me the chance to pass the millennium 
moment in the company of teachers, par- 
ents, alumni and students in a ‘Stars of the 
20th Century' theme party. We had a great 
night with music and TV quizzes, dancing 
and dinner and then contrived to do the 
unforgivable: we missed the midnight 
hour because we were midway through 

a limbo dancing competition jointly won 
by Karen Wilson (nee McKeon of the class 
of 73) and Leia Harfoot (class of '99). So 

we contrived our own countdown five 
minutes later and exploded into the third 
Millennium to the sound of popping 
champagne corks. Inevitably, at 1:15 a.m., 
the police came. This time my response 
was to say “wow, | didn’t recognise you in 
your fancy dress, please come in”. 
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Choices 


Hippy Forse and Gillian Spearing 


MOMENTS 


"There is a culture to a particular place, only fully accessible to 


those who live in that time and place”. 


` 


- Geoff Readman on the Millennium celebrations at Island School 


think everyone present will say that the 

Millennium Party on 10* December 
1999 was the greatest night in their memo- 
ries of Island School. It was certainly mine. 
Some may, however, have forgotten that the 
grand Millennium Party came at the end 
ofa week of entertainment: plays, concerts 


and cultural shows. 


There was a series of cultural evenings 
through three nights (we paused on 
Wednesday), one of which was an Indian, 
Irish and Scottish evening. China shared 
an evening with Spain and Wales, Japan 
with Australia and a tap dancing item. 
Each evening began with ‘Street Theatre’ 
of acrobats, jugglers and musicians. There 
was a Millennium Programme of writings 
and a Millennium Maths puzzle from Paul 
Jackson. 


The concert was ‘An Eclectic Mix’ of music 
from the different cultures of the school 
from Mendelssohn vía jazz, Gershwin, the 
Beatles, Negro spirituals to the haunting 
‘Dona Nobis Pacem’ from David Fanshawe's 
African Sanctus with the plaintive voice of 


Ellen Lau soaring over the choir, The whole 


AS 
A huge banner rose over the school illuminated 
by the fire clubs of jugglers 


An eclectic mix 


mix was there: junior, senior and chamber 
choirs, orchestra and training orchestra, 
jazz band and a solo from Kristen Boddy 
- the first of the Jo Trevenna “inclusive 
evenings’, 


The play, ‘Choices’, was devised from a 
blank sheet by the drama students, and suc- 
cessfully achieved its aim of showing how 
yesterday’s choices are today’s reality, It 
brought together a Chinese mother Selling 
her daughter as a concubine to an emperor, 
a Ku Klux Klansman deciding between 
Klan and family, Emily Davison’s road to 
self sacrifice in the ‘Suffragette Derby’ and 
an Indian girl sacrificing herself to save the 
great forest she called her home. P 


j i roduced 
with minimalist props and 


simple dress, the 


production was Provocative and profound 


It all came together on Frid 


t ay night with 
the show of shows. It w 


as a faney dress 
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Some of us were fortunate to be there to see the final gun salute 
from Brittania, the speeches by Chris Patten and Prince Charles, 
the lowering of the flag to Elgar's Nimrod and the last post 

played by a lone Scottish piper as the heavens opened. It was 
unforgettable and far more profound than the sterile ceremony in 
the exhibition centre as the clock ticked down to midnight. 


THE HANDOVER 1997 


er 
zi p -— 


ELI 


- 


condim er = CCASIONALLY a day is preordained 
the magnificent spectacle at as historic. 30' June 1997 was one 
Tamar Site, before the flag came such date. Hong Kong, China and the 
down on British rule in Hong world counted down the years, months, 
Kong, 30th June 1997 days and the hours from the time in 


December 1984 that the Joint Declaration 
on the future of Hong Kong was signed by 
Margaret Thatcher and Zhou Ziyang. We 
had endured uncertainties before (notably 
Black Friday in 1983) and were to endure 
them again (4 June 1989) as Hong Kong 
nervously approached its date with destiny: 
the reincorporation of Hong Kong into 

the motherland under “One Country Two 
Systems”, For Island School the drama 


ned because the last governor 
est daughter 
September 
Hong 


was heighter 
of Hong Kong sent his young 
Alice Patten to join Year 9 in 
1992; her graduation month would be 


Kong's. 


For the students at Island School the years 
and months before 30!" June 1997 were 
a hands-on education in politics. There 
were assemblies, Model UNS, debates and 
Speaker's Hours, including a few with d 
Governor as well as such skeptics as Emily 
Lau and Martin 
Lee, and believers 
like Tsang Yok-sin. 
Students were invit- 
ed to Government 
House in Media 
Week and to act 
as stewards at an 
evening broadcast 
of 'Any Questions' 
for the BBC from the ballroom. Teachers 
were invited to dinner with Mr. and Mrs. 
Patten. And on the passing out parade, the 
Handover ceremonies at HMS Tamar, in 
the pouring rain, Island School students 
participated in the colourful dancing. Some 
of us were fortunate to be there to see the 
final gun salute from Brittania, the speech- 
es by Chris Patten and Prince Charles, the 
lowering of the flag to Elgar's Nimrod and 
the last post played by a lone Scottish piper 
as the heavens opened. It was unforgettable 
and far more profound than the sterile cer- 
emony in the exhibition centre as the clock 
ticked down to midnight. At the conclusion 
of the ceremonies, we watched as a tearful 
Alice boarded Brittania with her family to 
sail off to a new life. 
"intra 
ected legislature to 
vacate the Legco buildin 
the People’ Liberation A 
have gue 


8 and the arrival of 
rmy - few would 
ssed then at how Politically stable 


(albeit in a quietly resentful way) but 
economically fragile Hong Kong was to 
become in the coming decade; almost the 
reverse of what the skeptics expected. 


Island School sailed through the Handoyer; 
enrolments remained high and the inc 

ble conversion of the school from exp te 
to local continued unabated. Passpor 
ID cards changed but the imperative 
created and sustained Island School d 
not. B 


In the years and months leading up to the 
Handover, students had a hands-on education 
in politics including a conference, in the 
School hall in 1994 for the Sixth Form and 
Hong Kong's Model United Nations students. 
Rahul Chandran (above) asks a floor question 
++» Legislator Emily Lau (left) responds. Also 
participating were Tsang Yok-sing of the pro- 
China party and Government official Peter Chen 


E "= «7 Sw YMp pul E (KSE 


their brothers and sisters on the mainland. 
In Beijing thousand of students, in scenes 


reminiscent of the May 4th Movement 1919 
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THE PAST TWENTY YEARS 


ud: Ranil Dissanayake 


Ranil was in the Class of '99, and the baby of the Dissanayakes, ag 
family of Sri Lankan origin. Samanthi went to Oxford and is à 

ist, Nish was to win a first from Durham. | was lucky to teach Ranil 
Economics through his senior years and see him go off to Oxf 
History and Economics and then pursue à € 

Africa. Reason enough to be proud. But Ranil achieved this wit! 


deaf. He managed in class through 
uired the teacher to attac! 


The Student of Whom I Am Most Pro 


areer in economic de 


he is a mixture of lip reading a 
traption he wore in his ear which req 
the lapel. “Ranil this is Houston calling" was my favourite signa 
Sometimes it is possible to become blasé about exceptional stu 
probably true that | was never fully aware of quite how difficult lif 
until he took part in the Model United Nations at City Hall. This i 
event, of intense question and answer. It was clear at the outset t 


ze R USSIA ; struggling to hear. | took his microphone and attached it to a loud 
raised his thumb and he was on his way. 


Atthe end of the event when all the celebrations were over Matthew twright 


Ranil Dissanayake at the Model asked to say a few words to the assembled delegates. | can recall the word 


United Nations in March 1999. almost exactly. “We have had a great weekend but imagine in what it was like for this young man”, The euphoria in the room turned to silence 
With him is Matthew Cartwright And then Ranil said a few words, thanking me for giving him the opportunity to take part in this incredible event. The privilege was completely 
who later paid tribute to his mine. 200 delegates gave Ranil a standing ovation. 


friend and fellow delegate 


The History Class of 99 - they 
gained the honour of being 
the first class ever to be 
awarded a subject prize for 
their collective work. It was a 
measure of their commitment 
that four went on to Oxford, 
three (Jenny Sherry, 
Edmund Dowding and Ranil 
Dissanayake) to study History 


Fin de Siecle: The Class of 1999 on 
their graduation day which was 
also the occasion to say farewell 


i 


| accompanying big drums, the Indian costumes and sinuous 
| dance, the fiddles and clogs of the Celts and, on one occasion, 


% 


a Maori dance group are among my best memories ofeach of 


he night of the school year when our 

multicultural mix is best displayed 
is the Cultural Evening of traditional and 
modern entertainment from some of the 
national groups that make up our school 


population. The event is actually quite 
modern, but in many ways part of a longer 
tradition of night markets, "An Evening of 
Entertainment’ and the Indian Evenings, 
begun in the 1990s. The latter was really the 
forerunner of the Cultural Evening, both in 
getting the standards for performance and 
scintillating national dress, and for sup- 
porting a great charity, Future Hope. This 
charity provides in Calcutta what the Katja 
‘Trust does in Kathmandu, including the 
commitment to it by members of staff like 
ick and Sue Pyke, Jonny Ishaque and Paul 
Wheatley, Calcutta is one of those cities 
that confront the senses and the conscience 


d 


Be 


The 2004 Cultural Evening 


of modern man, where amidst indescrib- 
able poverty the spirit of charity has been 
kept alive by such as Mother Teresa. 


Future Hope is one such charity offering 
shelter and education to some of the most 
disadvantaged children in the world. It was 
set up by Hong Kong banker Tim Grandage 
who eventually gave up his position to work 
full time on his labour of love. Proceeds 
from the Indian Evenings and the later 
Cultural Evenings go to this cause. 


The Indian Evening morphed into 

a Cultural Evening in 2000, via the 
Millennium celebrations in December 
1999. The segments were often adventurous 
and vivid, mixing the traditional with 
contemporary segments of modern music 
and dancing, and fashion shows. The 
mainstays of the Evening have been the 
Indian, Korean, Japanese and Chinese 
segments but in 2002 there were Jewish, 
Latin and Gaelic sections, the latter 
involving a ceilidh band and clog dancing 
‘Riverdance’ style, There was even a 
Canadian section which seemed to prove 
that even Canadians are not sure what their 
culture is, but it was a good excuse to dress 
as lumberjacks and Inuit! What is always 
endearing Is to see non-nationals practising 
the dances of other cultures, like the 
Japanese bon-dancing in 2005, 


Lam not sure the audience always fully 
understands the purposes of the fashion 
shows, but the dancing, music and singing 
was always warmly received. The precision 
of the Korean dancers, with their fan dance 
and accompanying big drums, the Indian 
costumes and sinuous dance, the fiddles 
and clogs of the Celts and, on one occasion, 
a Maori dance group are among my best 
memories of each of the past few years. Li 
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and I recall that Hussein Nasser repre- 
sented Israel, a country that spent most of 


its history fighting Husseins and Nassers, in 


the Model United Nations! 


Nowadays Caucasians, once the major- 
ity, are a minority at about one-sixth of 
the population of the ESF. But within 
that percentage lie a great diversity. The 
Dutch community has been small but 
enduring part of the school community 
with families like the Jagers (Annette and 


Simone), Blaauws (Bonnie and Gordon) 


South Africa's Thatso Seerane shares her musical triumph with Ji-soo Kim, Olivia 
Bratsanos and Michelle Nunn, 2003 


and the Litmaaths (Pascale, now an Island 


School parent, and Dominique). It is always 


pleasing to see those parts of the com- 
munity for whom separate schools exist: 


German-Swiss and the French, represented 


in Island School like the Muellers and 
Haskampfs (Heiko and Andrea) and the 
Marchands, the Pennaneachs (Gilles, 
Marc and Ludmilla) and Clerc-Renauds. 
It is also interesting that many American 
families choose Island School rather than 
Hong Kong International. HKIS's loss is 


our gain with families like the Robertsons, 


Clydesdales, Hudsons, Hoffmans and 
Lipins and more recently the Houston- 


Parents bring world fare to the school fair: Israelis and Brazilians, 2005 


Hussein Nasser (centre) represented Israel in a 
Model UN. Israel has spent its history fighting 
Husseins and Nassers 


Floyds (Andrew, Christian and Kate). 
Australians, have been far more numerous, 
and have made an outstanding contribu- 
tion. Canadians seem to be disproportion- 
ately represented among head prefects; 
Natalie Bohm, and Craig and David 
Beaton. And of course there are the British 
islanders, for whom the school was estab- 
lished (with more than a fair sprinkling 
from the Celtic fringe: Scotland, Wales and 
Ireland). 


Few South Americans have entered our 
community: Madeleine Adames from 
Panama, Soledad Gil from Chile and Anna 
Braga from Brazil (via South Africa) being 
among the few. Africans are among the 
school's real minorities. The Nwadozi fam- 
ily (Immanuel, Francis and Clement) were 
from Nigeria, Eric Hodges from Zimbabwe, 


Joseph Roberts from Ethiopia (a Head Boy) 
and Thatso Seerane from South Africa 
along with her 'Rainbow Nation' broth- 
ers and sisters the Weddepohls, Stenzils 
(Chris and Eleni), Basckins, Martin Van 
Kamp and the Haewinkels, while from 
Zimbabwe came the Findlays, Stocks, and 
Grossmans. Russell and Lewis Doctrove 
may be the only ones of Caribbean descent. 
Christi Cartwright may have been the only 
Bahamian. 


Some were (and are) an amazing mix: 
Edward Li was Sino-Japanese, Miko Laube 
was German-Japanese, Marie and Ellie 
Laidlaw were Scots-Japanese, and Nimal 
Jayawardena Sri Lankan-Japanese. Sue 
and Penny Griffiths were Welsh-Burmese, 
Diana O'Hara was Irish-Burmese but even 
they are outdone by Anoushka Hughes 
who was a mix of Welsh, Russian, French 
and Burmese. Enough said: a world on the 
playground. Bi 
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in Hong Kong, Chris Patten's gove 


Islanders Make History: 
The Fight for the Rights 
of Indian People in Hong 
Kong 


was won over to the cause and w 
eyes ofthe world on Hong Kon 
upto the Handover, this combi 
pressured Prime Minister John 
confronting the issue 

Who would have foretold that when Ravi 
Gidumal and Aroon Balani were denied 
entry into Graffiti Bar in Lan Kwai Fong in 
1992 it would end in some of our former 


The IRG had paid for the draf 


to put before the House of Lo: 


Hong Kong was represented by 1 
£ 


students watching a debate in the House Ravi Gidumal is awarded full British citizenship A Dunne and forme 
of Lords in 1997 which helped secure the PR August 1997 Maclehose and Wilson. So it u \ 
right of abode in Britain for members of struggle to prevent Hong Kong Indians Christine Loh and Kavita Dasw 
the Indian community in Hong Kong, and orina En 1997. The RG how. present in the House of Lords to 
tojthe upcoming enactment of anti-racist ever, asia danger of becoming moribund successful debate for the British N vality 
legislation in Hong Kong. A British Cabinet decided 1n1992 Act (Hong Kong) 1997, which became 
S against the grant of full citizenship to the Law on 4 February 1997, the first tin 
The Graffiti Bar denied entry to Indian s ^ y SE Bian 
3 minorities in Hong Kong. As Chris Patten modern parliamentary history that a law 


people. Ravi and Aroon naively believed 


i ; ` was a member of that cabinet the group did 
that this must be illegal in Hong Kong. 


d y not view his incipient governorship with 
The world had, after all, come a long way 


: : i confidence. 
on racial equality; even South Africa was 


preparing to elect a black president. Alas : 
= But things were to 


no statute existed in Hong Kong to deny 
: change, and central to 


M XE mm 
this was a group of Island Home Office 
School alumni and an 


people the right to discriminate on racial 


grounds. While Ravi and Aroon made 


Home Georetry gwin OAT 


much noise around the community, Ravi 50 Queen Anne's Gate, London 


Island School parent, the 


was approached by the India Resources 
Group (IRG) and became involved in the 


Governor of Hong Kon 
8 B Onten Esa MP 


à of Commons p SEP TA 
At age 24 Ravi Gidumal was Van 
about to devote six years 
of his life (which left him materence: M1055214 imblunkort.260 
“poor and exhausted”) to Your gg ; 


Our reference: 


this struggle which he shared 
with other Islanders, among 


T 
(Over 
them Vandana Rojwani. It an 


we E 
en oeh KE d DY registi qut ^" 
j 


that paño 
: ja letter Mr Ebrahim DË Co jg only Be H, An such Pe A 
was on the advice of another ot automatically Ge not be ¿ra pen etc 
cquisition sutu » rotore 
former student, the Legislator individual, wheta r and Lope been end must th* 
AS Overseas) el doing eg `. 
Christine Loh, that they Kenan. A rian CL SE, 
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asa Chinese learner; there are just 

no such thing as a rote learner, au rote 

as nothing to do with the ability of children 
| challenged, to articulate and be creative. 


BENSNESE LEARNER’ 


was asked in March 2007 to make some 

concluding remarks in a symposium 
at Hong Kong University on 'the Chinese 
Learner’. The symposium focused on the 
difficulties Chinese children experienced 
in international schools. There was a clear 
reluctance of participants to stereotype 
along ethnic lines: but categories” (or 
“typologies’) were acknowledged. 


My concluding remarks were designed to 
cut to the chase. “There is no such thing as 
a Chinese learner; there are just learners. 
"There is no such thing as a rote learner, 
only rote teachers. Ethnicity has nothing to 
do with the ability of children to challenge 
and be challenged, to articulate and be 
creative." I asserted (because there is so 
little research into how children of different 
ethnicities learn) that among the most 
articulate and creative of international 
school students were Chinese youngsters, 
often with Canadian and American 
accents, and stated that Chinese children 
are capable of almost anything if provided 
with the right educational environment. | 
was reassured by the affirmative nods and 
smiles from the audience, | was speaking 


from experience, 


Ex-Islanders of the 19705 and "Wis may find 
it hard to appreciate the diversity and indi- 


AYP Bronze 2005 


viduality that lies among the homogeneity 
of nearly five pages of Chans and nearly as 
many of Lis, Los and Leungs in the school 
directory. And what pride can be taken in 
the achievements of such as Hin-sing Leung 
and Freddie Mak, Canadians who threw 
themselves into every thing the school 
offered and excelled in nearly every field. 
What a joy it was to challenge (Amazing) 
Grace Yuen (Australian) who won the 
Hong Kong Maths competition in 1999, 
and to see her like Heidi Fung of St. Louis 
and Ying Tin Li of NYC before her, enter 
Yale. Johann Lo was the co-first Islander to 
score straight A*s at GCSE before entering 
Monash in Australia. Sheldon Chan won 

a place at Cambridge. There was Li Xia, 
one of our first mainlanders (though she 
spoke with a classic English accent) whose 
name was initially misrepresented as Lixia 
Li (a confusion in the Chinese ordering of 
names), Hua and Hui Kuok, Malaysians 
and the younger children of Robert Kuok, 
owner of the South China Morning Post, 
who both went to Harvard as did Bonnie 


Poon and Leslie Tam. 


Among the last class I taught, 7D 2005-6, 
were some of very interesting pedigree. 
Natalie Kwan was descended from a 
Chinese emperor while two were the 
children of former Miss Hong Kongs, Katie 


Yeung and Adrian Cheng, the latter the son 
of broadcaster and legislator Albert, while 
Edward Qui was the son of China's math- 
ematics champion and of Xinying Li, our 
Mandarin teacher. These are a small sample 
of the hundreds who added an ingredient 
that changed Island School from an expa- 
triate-international to a local-international 
school, and teacher heaven! Bi 
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BOOL FOR ALL NATIONS 


Friendship across the barriers. Island School 
students mingle easily with friends from 


culturalism is a mish-mash of contradictory but well- nearly 40 nations 


ng aspirations made in the absence of a coherent set 
its workforce and in the latitude given 


to the promotion of the diverse cultural 
elements. It would seriously need to consider 
whether to conduct a large proportion of 

its curriculum in Chinese and aspire to 
bilingualism. The school never has given 


ST TICULTURAL SCHOOL? ee 


ESF in September 2004 showed that these 

are not the aspirations of the parent body 
are after all required by the ESF Ordinance either. Parents choose ESF schools primarily 
to provide a “liberal education’ in the lan- because of its English medium and because 
guage of English. Even as the school moves they equip their children with the skills 


towards a more international education, needed to meet the next educational hurdle 


with the introduction of the International - into tertiary education — and to compete 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma for 16-18 year in a commercial world in which English 
olds it does so in the knowledge that IB is the lingua franca (if you excuse the 

is also underpinned by the liberal and contradiction). 


‘humanist’ (secular) values of the ‘West’. 
Island School celebrates diversity and is 


Island School is, in 2007, about 60 percent aware in the main of the important cultural 
East Asian/Eurasian. If the school was sensitivities of the different groups that 
genuinely multicultural it would reflect the make up the school. But Western values 
diversity of its population in its curriculum, trump the others. Take for instance the 


SLAND School is a school of many na- 
tions, and celebrates its cultural diversity 
in many ways. It is ‘international’ but with 
a growing proportion of local children. But 
is Island School a multicultural school? It 
claims to be, but the claim is an easy one 

to make, like saying the school is an equal 

; opportunities school: epithets that induce 
good feelings easily slip off the tongue. 


he school is multicultural to the extent 
hat its student population (but not its staff) 
made up of about a fifth of the countries 

y earth. But it teaches a mainly British 

c (albeit internationalised to an 


Lin content), and accepts the liberal 
ngs of western’ education, We A local school? How many nationalities? How many cultures? 
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Island School has established close links 
with a community in Baiwan, a small 
district in the northern part of Guangdong 
province. The nearest city is Qing Yuan 
which is 65 km from Guangzhou. Despite 
being only a six hour bus ride from Hong 
Kong, it is one of the poorest regions in the 
province. Because of limited job opportuni- 
ties, many adults have left home to work in 
the cities. Only elderly people and children 
remain. Island School teachers and students 
have been visiting this district since 1998. 
They teach in local schools, visit remote vil- 
lages and make friends with the local people. 


Island School has raised significant sums of 
money to support schools and the local com- 
munity, and provided musical instruments, 
art and PE equipment, computers and 
printers, furniture and power cables, library 
books, and stationery for students, The 
money raised also sponsors a school dormi- 
tory, a rain shelter for parking students’ 

> bicycles, a sand pit, a school wall, a badmin- 
in court, basketball frames, a pathway in a 
playground, and has paid for fixing 
e water supply to a remote school in the 
hills, This support is vital for the schools as 

have very limited funding of their own. 
Ya also goes to support children 


students teach other students. The creative 
lessons provided by students from Year 11 
and above, are always warmly received by 
the Baiwan children. Mr. Wang, Principal 
of Hao Qiang Primary School, even 
admitted that “our students really look 
forward to your lessons as they are far more 
interesting!” He even asks his staff to sit in 
lessons to observe the different teaching 
approaches. 


It is a real hands-on community project. 
Students are taken out of their comfort 
zone and experience for themselves the 


austerity of life in this region where there 
are no major hotels and public transport 
is scarce, requiring our students to walk 
several kilometres each day to get to and 
from the school. 


Some students keep going back whenever 
the opportunity arises. Jennifer To wrote as 
she left Baiwan at the end of her first visit 
in Year 11, “I still remember the day when 
three grateful girls came over with presents 
and letters. I was so touched that I wanted 
to cry”. She has visited Baiwan five times 
since then. I think that Andy Statham and 
Katherine Chiu outnumber even that. 


Though other external organisations have 
expressed interest in Baiwan, Island School 
is the only organisation that has long term 
commitment to the community. It is an 
example of sustained support. As Mr. Lao, 
ex-principal of Bei An Primary School, 
says, “You always follow up projects and 
make sure money is well spent”. Island 
School visits have become a major event in 
this quiet and isolated area of Guangdong. 
In return, Island School students learn 
great lessons. Sheldon Cheng wrote at the 
end of his visit, “realising that a simple 
‘Hello’ or ‘Bye Bye’ has touched their lives is 
just one of the many memories, experiences 
and thoughts I have returned with”. 


__ ISLAND SCHOOL AND THE COMMUNITY 
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Sharmila (1997) who is 
preparing to train as a nurse 


who found their way into the orphanage, or 
were found by the orphanage, are really the 
poorest of the poor. 


Sharmila was abandoned by her prostitute 
mother, which at least saved her from a 
similar life, and today, courtesy of the 
orphanage and the sponsorship of Trudy 
and Richard Lant who pay for her schooling, 
she is preparing to train to be a nurse. Anjan 
was found naked in the jungle (with ants 
nesting in his ears); he too has been cared for 
and educated through the Trust, and a few 
months ago was married. Nisha and Neeta 
were born with the names of Untouchables 
Today they have new names and are spon 
sored by Jenny Fearns and Caroline and 
Dave Harvey respectively. Shiva was found 
abandoned under a rickshaw. Today he is 
supported by Mary Lacey-Vittachi. Pak 
Chan-sponsored Bijay will become the first 
of the Katja kids to go to university if funds 
can be raised. Brothers Lok and Chiz are the 
first of the minority Bote tribe ever to receive 
an education, courtesy of Jane Britton and 
Paul Chillingworth. 


But Island School provides more than just 
money. Every year (at least while political 
conditions permitted) dozens of students, 
as young as Year 9 age in Jo Plumbly's case, 
but mostly Years 11-13 and a few teach- 
ers, visit Kathmandu, usually in Interim 
Week, to work in the orphanage or at the 
school. Some senior students like Sarah 
Simpson and Eliza Rogers returned many 
times to Nepal, and others have used part 
of their gap years to support the orphan- 
age. Students and teachers of development 
economics will vouch that small scale 
community projects undertaken by non 
governmental organisations with independ- 
ent means can in thousands of ways make 
a difference in the world's poorest places. 
Though the troubles in Nepal in the early 
years of this Century have made it difficult 
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Trust continues to flourish 


The school has been inspired b 


images of Kathmandu in man 


assemblies, Some (including a s 
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are presented here. There an 


ing images of this ‘world apart 


and the world of the Katja child: 


Island School at its best. 
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What really impressed the inspectors in 
2002 was the way that everyone cheered 
and acclaimed others in a school assembly; 
they seemed to know each other and what 
type of response worked for different 
individuals and groups - mutually respect- 
ing as well as supporting. 


The structures that permit this sharing 
and caring lie, in my opinion, in a 
synchronicity of factors. It is partly down 
to the shape of the building, its quad 
configuration and ‘introspective’ design. 
(The school is not ‘linear’ like West and 
South Island Schools or dispersed like 
HKIS). There is an assembly hall in which 
to share experiences. The pastoral system 
is vertical: facilitating the ‘big kids help 
little kids’ philosophy. The students come 
from supportive families that value (even 
exalt) education, and parents are welcomed 
into the school. Teachers have over the 
generations been accessible and ever willing 
to be rushed off their feet by the demands 
of the students - there is no space (or time) 
apart. Because the teachers have to devote 
so little time to control and discipline, a 
relaxed and informal atmosphere exists 
between teachers and students. And it also 
comes down to leadership. The school has 


been blessed with Principals who have 
understood the strengths of the school, and 
have not attempted to fit the school in to a 
straightjacket of their own design. 


But there are dangers. Gemeinschaft 
institutions (those based on transcendent 
ideas of community, on informality and 
trust rather than on systems) can become 
self-satisfied and introspective, smug and 
complacent. There have been times when 
the school has hidden behind consensus, 
to put off hard decisions for fear of upset- 
ting a delicate balance of expectations 

and interests. 'Goodwill' has on occasions 
become as much of a cross to bear as it has 
been a benefit. There have been times when 
staff and students have expected tradi- 
tions to be finessed with an 'open cheque 
book’. Equally there have been occasions 
when the school has challenged itself and 
risen to the occasion, the decision to move 
to the International Baccalaureate is one 
such. Our ethos was put to the test in the 
‘dark year’ of 2005-6 when a combination 
of factors challenged the assumptions and 
feelings built up over generations. 


wend School cannot live forever on its 
essential’ ethos, it needs to combine the 
traditions of the past with the new harsher 


expectations of a world in which ‘service’ 
and ‘vocation’ are no longer so implicitly 
trusted; a world in which spirit and etho 
must be reconciled with meritocratic im 
peratives and accountability to ‘stakehol 
ers’. We inhabit a world made less comío 
able by the likes of Thatcher and Blair aı 
we cannot and should not wish this away 
We need the best of both worlds. 


This is why the appointment of Michelle 
Hughes as Principal in 2005 was so impor 
tant to the school community and why it 
was greeted with such joy. Michelle is in 
the tradition of Island School leaders; she 
understands the uniqueness of the place, 
but brings a greater respect for measures of 
accountability than was the case with the 
previous administration of which I was a 
part. 


Pendulums swing and waves come and go. 
I am sure the school will preserve the best 
of its tradition: ethos cannot be legislated 
away, any more than it can be created by 
declaration. I am sure the school will never 
lose sight of the essential truth that “happy 
kids succeed” and that what was true in the 
early 1980s, when a visiting retired HMI 
Inspector declared that he had “never seen 
so many happy children” will characterise 
future generations as well. 8 


Eihes cannot be legislated away, any more than it can be 
created by declaration. I am sure the school will never lose 
sight of the essential truth that “happy kids succeed”. 


W Mike Taylor raised the issue 
of ethos in a staff meeting in 1976 


a number of us wondered what he meant. 
Nowadays the expression “the Island 
School ethos” slips off the tongue. It is al- 
most paradigmatic that Island School has a 
recognisable ethos: a zeitgeist, or spirit, that 
transcends a single generation. Its creation 
can not be assigned to any document or 
policy, and it grows like the tree of life. The 
Island School ethos was picked up in both 
the 1993 and 2002 OFSTED inspection 
reports. By accident I bumped into the 2002 
reporting inspector Brian Oppenheim at 
Christmas 2005 and he again reflected that 
the rich ethos of Island School “permeates 
everything”, even its exam success. 


ETHOS 


But what is it? Most would say that it was 
its sense of community, which in a way is 
remarkable given that the school turns over 
about ten percent of its students (20 percent 
if we include Year 13 graduates) every 
year. By most countries’ standards that is a 
revolving door community, At a recent Year 
7 induction evening, Heidi Fung, a former 
student who just happened to be there 
that night, volunteered her opinion ofthe 
school, and emphasised the school’s "great 
sense of community”, so great was it, she 
said, that when she has children she will 
try to move back to Hong Kong so they can 
be part of it. Chris Patten in his foreword 
to this book makes a similar allusion: "a 
school is not a machine for producing edu- 
cational qualifications, It is a community”, 


What are the manifestations of this? For 


some it is ‘sharing’, for others it is ‘caring’ 
It is ‘optimistic’ about young people and 
teachers. It is ‘vibrant’ (an adjective used 

in both inspection reports). It is ‘tolerant’ 

- the downside is that the school sometimes 
is too accepting of ‘inconsistencies’, but this 
is the yang to the yin, the necessary balance 
to the trusting and relaxed acceptance of 
diversity that makes the school such an 
inclusive community. It is ‘chaotic’ and 
‘chance taking’ - the school has tradition- 
ally ‘disrupted’ it schedules at the drop 

of a hat to facilitate some hare-brained 

idea or another. It is "high trust’ school, 
Student opinions are respected and they 

are empowered to take responsibility for 
each other and for themselves. And it is a 
place that is not afraid to put at risk its good 
name to support an individual or offer a 


second chance; it is, as Dave James regu- 
larly reminded us, “no place for angels". 

Its extra curricular activities programme 
means that youngsters can spend nearly all 
week in or around school - the *best club 
in town for youngsters" was one perceptive 


description. 


I would characterise the ethos as “mutu- 
ally supportive’: teachers care for students, 
students care for students: big ones care for 
little ones, and all for each other. Of course 
we are not always at our best; students (and 
teachers) can bully each other, and there 
are, at any time, some children for whom 
the school experience is not a happy one. 
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FUN, FUN, FUN 


A as feature of Island School in 
LA my years there was its great sense of 
fun; an important ingredient in team and 
community building is the ability to share 
a laugh amidst the rough and tumble of our 
daily work. More often than not the fun 
involves some form of fancy dress; whether 
in book week, in House competitions or 
staff photographs. The masters of dress are 
probably Derek Bailey and Matthew Smith 
as I hope the adjoining photographs show. 
The staff (and student) pantos and skits, the 
crazy ISSU assemblies, the graduating day 
for Year 13 and 'Stars in Their Eyes' all add 
to the levity. 


Who will forget Martin Alexander's famous 
assembly when the entire boy population 
serenaded the girls in the balcony scene 
from Romeo and Juliet in a school assembly, 
and the occasion when Pete Clark told of his 
experiences teaching in Andorra (which he 


had never visited in his life - it was a staff 
dare). Among the students Gareth Harfoot 
and Zaran Shroff were noted stand up 
comics and we all remember Joe Corrigall's 
shuperb imitation of Mr Harriesh’ lishp 

in a Nepal asshembly - especially the shix 
hundred and shixty shix dollar anorak. 
Perhaps the maddest moment was Andrew 
Shuen's aborted departure at the end of Year 
11 when he showered the playground with 
$3,000 in ten dollar bills from the roof of 
Block 5. Lessons can be fun too, as anyone 
in Jez Rowson’s classes will verify! And he 
says I’m mad! 


Dave James was often the butt of fun, not 
least on his fiftieth birthday when during a 
senior assembly half the school moved qui- 
etly onto the balcony behind the shutters, 
and exploded into ‘Happy Birthday to You’ 
as the shutters were rolled back and a huge 
cake brought on to stage. At the end of the 
Autumn term in 2004, after the Christmas 
assembly in which he was given a *make- 
over" on stage he then conducted bus duty 
before shocking everyone by announcing 


his retirement at the staff drinks, all while 
dressed in drag. W 


a 


ED OF E 


TO AYP 


ERTAINLY the activity that most 

challenges students and makes the 
most organisational and time demands on 
teachers was the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme (D of E) and is the Hong Kong 
Award for Young People (AYP), the latter 
taking over after the Handover. Begun by 
John Warren in the 1970s it has grown to 
involve dozens of students each year, and a 
large number of staff, in demanding out of 
school activities. The aims of both schemes 
are to equip young people to meet chal- 
lenges, to develop skills and to engage in 
activities that test endurance, camping and 
map-reading skills and the ability to cope 
without creature comforts. 


Both schemes come in three levels: from 
bronze for younger students, through silver 
to gold for the seniors. Certain elements are 
common to all levels: involvement in ex- 
tended community service, development of 
a skill (for instance music or debating), par- 
ticipation in a team sport and undertaking 
an expedition in which camping, cooking 
and map skills as well as endurance on 
lengthy treks are assessed, Though there 
have been occasional expeditions abroad 
(John Warren's to central Taiwan and Tim 
Hardingham's to northern Guangdong) it 
js remarkable how in urban Hong Kong, 
challenging routes can be found through 


isolated, harsh and undulating landscapes. 
Each presents a challenge, from the 'Skí 
Slope' in Western Sai Kung, 'Hardingham's 
Waterfall’ or Irwin's terrible "Bamboo 
forest' or the deceptive Luí Tau Shek, where 
Kevin Lester once famously got stuck late 
at night (with the staff dinner). Many are 
the times, in the cold, mist and damp of 
February that students have become lost 
and struggled to achieve their objectives, 
most notably in 2005 when Tom Jackson, 
Brian Yip and Co. were rescued by a 
Swedish helicopter pilot called Sven! 


Inevitably, despite all the enjoyment and 
fulfillment, it is the “aching shoulders" and 
night time toilet visits that many recall 
in the annual report in the yearbook. My 
favourite was Murray Bunton's Owenesque 
description of his Bronze Award 
experiences: 
My friend, you would not tell with such 
high zest, 
To Year Nines ardent for some desperate 
camping 
The old saying: ‘D of E et poena nil, eiso 
est’ 


D of E 1978 


Those who prepare and lead students in 
these expeditions are among the most 
dedicated and giving of our staff: several 
weekends away from family during a Hong 


Kong winter is beyond the typical call of 
duty for teachers. But many take this on 
year after year and some admit, in the 
words of Chillers, “I enjoy it”. So to Derek 
Irwin, Paul Harries, Paul Chillingworth, 
Kevin Lester, Gui Vezzaro, Roger 
Wilkinson, Ric Faulkner, Jez Rowson, Mike 
Turnbull, Michelle Hughes, Lee Oliver, 
Jason Wells, Pak Chan and Howard Davies, 
among those still involved, and to others 
through time, a huge thank you on behalf 
of all those who have grown through the 
experience of this tremendous activity. B 


Media Week 


Media Week created by Martin Alexander 
who always combined love of literature 
with media and things technical. It was a 
multimedia experience with students creat- 
ing from scratch a newspaper or a magazine 
(one was called ‘Sprogg’), a radio station 
(try Radiohead”) or television network 
(“Teen Vision”), extending from a first day 
of learning the techniques to a conclusion 
when their work was judged at the end of 


the week by experts from the media world. 


Media institutions like MTV, RTHK, 
Reuters and Bloomberg were often generous 
with their time in inducting youngsters 
into the processes of creation, On occa- 
sions the week would coincide with a Hong 
Kong media event - like a film festival 

or the media's first ride of the Mid Levels 
escalator, or the presence in Hong Kong 

of a celebrity, some of who were generous 
with their time (Billy Connelly) and some 
who were not (Stefan Edberg). There were 
teams; reporters, technical support, editors 
and so. on. My one experience in 1996 was 
very rewarding; more 60 probably than for 
Alethea Dean who spent the week trying to 


track down Pete Sampras for an interview, 
which ended in him asking her to vacate his 


hotel. The radio station scored the scoop of 
week according to the head of RTHK Radio 
3, Martin Clarke, by managing to interview 
political heavyweights (with diametrically 
opposing views on the handover), Tsang 
Yok-sing (head of the pro-China party) 

and Governor Chris Patten, before splic- 
ing together a dialogue between them. 

The Governor welcomed a team of five to 
Government House where he gave us a cou- 
ple of hours of his time, and kept the Italian 
foreign minister waiting! Media Week 

has now entered history to be replaced by 
more physical activities and drama, but for 
several years it was an exciting enrichment 
for many budding journalists, and many 
more who were not, 


Outdoor Pursuits 


In 1999 a week of Outdoor Pursuits was 
introduced for Years 9-10. This was the 
product of Derek Bailey's imagination, 
enthusiasm, and endless patience. It was 
probably the most difficult logistical 
exercise of all, arranging over 300 students 
into up to about 20 different activities at 
home and abroad, all beginning in a Kind 
of free-for-all sign up in the sports hall 


(until we managed to 
enroll everyone on-line), 
Everyone was encour- 
aged to challenge them- 
selves. Many did, but 
some preferred the safety 
of joining their friends 
in what they suspected 
would be the most glam- 
orous, expensive and 


comfortable - though 
were often disabused GolfimThailane 
about the latter. Some activities were rustic, 

like a week hostelling at Tai Mei Tuk water 

sports centre (where students had to budget | 
and cook for themselves) and camping on 
Lantau, while others were courtesy of the 
Mandarin Hotel in Macau who gave the 
students a rich mixture of experiences, 
including movie making. There was horse 
riding (and caring for your own horse 

— often the most difficult one to leave), rock 
climbing, sailing (including in large yachts), 
canoeing, windsurfing, SCUBA diving, 
golf, cycling in China and others. Thailand | 
was the destination of many of the activi- 

ties including a jungle expedition to the | 
Mei Kok River Village Resort in northern | 
Thailand, now run by Bryan Massingham, | 
which elicited perhaps the most effusive 
praise of any activity by Elaine Lee in 

9D which is mentioned in the section on 
Interim Week assemblies. 
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We also sat around camp fires singing Believe it or not this was sung in every 


songs. I wonder though how many of that camp assembly for years and was the closest Lee Davies with kilt leads 


generation remember the WKS camp song thing we had to a school song until the Scottish Country Dancing 
1990s 


ofthe 19705? It wasa random piece entitled introduction of an equally politically incor- 
'Sylvest' sung by Richard Abrahall, and it rect Y MCA' in 1998. No ordinary school! 


Richard Abrahall "He's my 


brother...Sylvest" 1973 went like this (with kids lines in brackets) 


I was always a make weight on visits to Wu 


Who's that? Kwa Sha: the real providers were the Year 
(He's my brother) 8 camp leaders, the likes of Neil Harding, 
What's his name? Dave Cordingley, Lee Davies, Pak Chan, 
(Sylvest) Matthew Smith and Mark Roper. 


He's got a row of silver medals on his 


chest. 


(Big chest) 

He killed a thousand Zulus in the west 
He took no rest 

(Bigger the man, bigger the chest) 
Ittook allthearmy and the navy 
Teachers behaving badly again: To put the wind up 

Scottish Country Dancing (Who?) 

Sylvest! 


Relaxed Sixth Form Weekends at Wu Kwai Sha 
in the early 1970s 


me features remain today; the athletics 


ck and sport area as well as many of the 
ts. The huts though had no air condition- 
7, barely any running water - one used 
shower at ones own risk and discom- 
ıre - and had a single water closet. Ihe 
ndows were covered in mosquito mesh 
it was riddled with holes and entirely 
idequate; nights were spent swatting 
'squitoes and scratching bites. The mag- 
icent rope course was not there, nor was 
> modern refectory or assembly hall, but 
re were a number of little hawker stalls 
‚und the periphery fence around which 
ups would congregate in the evening. 


mnie 


Many of the traditions of the 1970s Form 
2 camps remain even though WKS has 
been left to the mercy of Year 7: the hill 
walking, sailing and canoeing and the 
country dancing. This was the creation of a 
couple of folkies: Roy Foggin, a renowned 
Morris dancer, and Richard Abrahall. But 
English country dancing underwent a 
Celtic make-over as Lee Davies from the 
Welsh borders went Gaelic with Scottish 
Country Dancing, famously substituting 
a towel for a kilt, a tradition continued by 


the Liverpudlian (of Irish descent) Derek 


Irwin. 
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7R girls 1995 


It's A Knock Out: an evening of sack 
races and other crazy competitions 
culminating in frenzied boys and girls 
passing on an orange from under their 
chins, and a tug of war, all accompanied 
by deafening screams. 

An Evening of Entertainment: dance 
routines to whatever excruciating music 
(Abba!) Paul Chillingworth can dig up. 
(The Beach Boys was OK though, Paul.) 
Silly water sports involving big balls and 
water rings, and Stew Harding's piercing 
whistle; 


The Disco: with the obligatory YMCA for 


the WKS Village People; 

The burnt sausages and uncooked 
chicken of the BBQ; 

The “yucky” camp food which actually 
now consists of chips with everything 


(even the fruit salads) and ice cream! 


compres 1996 my 
E x 


, e 
e Home sickness, minor scrapes and mor 
| Pri "` 
major ones that end up al the Prince of 


Wales Hospital 


The camp is a logistical miracle: it was 
always easy for me to turn up and perform 
a few duties but I am forever grateful 

to Stew and Paul in particular for their 
complex spreadsheets, indemnity forms, 
equipment inventories, prefect duties et al, 
and to Michelle Hughes and Sheila Dewick 
for the nurse duties, while I enjoyed a 
week of archery, rope walking, sketching, 


splashing and occasional BBQ and ‘lights 


oul’ duties. 


Teachers behaving badly 


Big Wave Bay 


Camp Harding - The Joy 
of Year 7 Camp 


Ihe first Year 7 (Form One) camp was 
held in the Autumn of 1986 at Pak Tam 
Cheung though it eventually replaced Year 
8 at the new” Wu Kwai Sha, It will forever 
be associated with Stewart Harding who 

I believe, with the exception ofa one year 
sabbatical, led every one up to the time of 
his retirement in 2005. 


Itis a camp for bonding: new students 
getting to know each other, arriving with 
one set of friends (usually from their former 
primary school) and returning with an 
extended (or even alternative) set, and for 
tutors, Heads of House and prefects to build 
relationships with their young charges. For 
me, after some weaning from Year 8 camp, 
it was the joy of Year 7 camp that filled my 
latter years during Interim Week. 


For those uninitiated, its magic consists of: 
e A beach walk, usually on the Dragon 
Back down to Big Wave Bay for a sand- 


castle competition and in whose small 
waves a row of prefects and staff form 
a safety barrier to dozens of screaming 
splashing sprogs; 

A hair-raising rope course which regu- 


larly leaves a few little ones and some big 
ones dangling from their harnesses; 

A gentle day out sketching and kite flying 
on Tat Mun Island ending with a sump- 
tuous lunch at Loi Lai’s superb restaurant 
— alas most of the food of remains largely 
uneaten by the kids; 
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The Islander Yearbook 


Part of the literary experience for successive Year 125 has been the now annual produc- 
tion of the school year book. It is difficult to think of many learning experiences as deep 
as this one, involving as it does persistence, team work and creativity with commercial 
and PR elements. Those selected as co-editors have an onerous responsibility that 
comes with a deadline to concentrate the mind. And what products are produced! 

The 1985-6 edition was the seminal one for me as it raised the quality to new heights 
(except for the class photos which were never right until taken professionally) - hard 
back with good quality paper and a good balance of articles - that most subsequent years 
have aspired to and usually exceeded. Though some have expressed reservations about 
the emphasis on the 'graduating year', the yearbooks produced in this decade (the 005) 
have been outstanding products, bright and lively in layout and content, if perhaps a little 
formulaic in structure. Again it is Martin Alexander who provides the support and experi- 
ence to allow Year 12 students in succeeding years to benefit from this remarkable experi- 
ence. My library now consists of nearly 30 past editions, the source of many anecdotes, 
memories and photographs for this publication. 


The school also produced a student 
newspaper, The Islet. Originally a 

news and commentary sheet, tied to 
the ISSU, when begun in Sunil Nanda's 
presidency, with encouragement 

from Jonty Driver and Trina Briant, it 
became a 'teen' journal, with movie 
and disc reviews and messages, before 
its demise. 


OUR SCHOOL 


Once the gavel drops to open the assembly it is an entirely 
student run event - chaired by a student, with a press corps, 
secretariat, a website and even a messenger and security 


system provided by students. 


LIVING 
| N T E R N ATI O NALI S M: 


N | ODEL United Nations (MUN) is a 

Y A simulation of the real UN, in which 
students act as delegates of assigned coun- 
tries, draft resolutions, negotiate, debate 

and vote on world issues. The MUN idea, 
‘borrowed’ from Hong Kong International 
School (HKIS), has been active in the school 
since the early 1980s with debates held in the 
Hall or backstage. For two days each Spring 
a handful of Islanders don suits or national 
dress and take part in the Hong Kong MUN. 


RES TR Once the gavel drops to open the assembly 
delegates traveled widely: — ... SE e 
Caen it is an entirely student run event - chaired 


by a student, with a press corps, secretariat, 
a website and even a messenger and security 
system provided by students. 


The HKMUN opened in the former Urban 
Council Chambers in City Hall in March 
1989 with nine schools and about 60 
delegates. But MUN literally outgrew the 
chambers. In 2007 220 students from 20 
schools convened at West Island School 
where the auditorium is set out to resemble 
the real General Assembly. 


Over the years Island School has made an 
excellent contribution to HKMUN, Asitha 
Rodrigo, Nick Campsie, Hussein Nasser 
and Ellen Sherry have chaired debates (in 


82 


the role now called the President of the 
General Assembly) while Eun-sang Hwang, 
Sam Counsell and Daniella Mak have 
represented super-diplomat Kofi Annan, 
the Secretary General. Though it is not a 
competitive event, in some years a Best 
Speaker award is made. Adam Barty, Ying 
Tin Li, Sam Counsell and Daniella Mak 
secured that honour. Sam and Daniella 
not only demonstrated mastery of current 
affairs but also of international law and 
the powers of the United Nations. Ying 
Tin won a reputation as a terrifying cross 
examiner of other delegates. 


Preparation for the conference begins four 
months prior to the event with the first of a 


The Hong Kong Model ` 
United Nations wa: i 
held annually fro 
1989 in the form 
Urban Council 
Chambers in City Hi 
until the numbe 
participants outgre 
this fine venue 


HKMUN in its new home, the auditori 
West Island School 2005 


series of induction and negotiatin, 
sions. MUN was made for the Ir 
Students use the worldwide web 
issues, and use email to form all 
support of or in opposition to r ; 
There have been many highlights, but 
perhaps the 1995 event was the most ` 
spectacular involving a simulated 
an Ebola-like virus escaping from Zaire 


Dream Team, HK 
1999. One ofthe 
many occasions 
when | was inspir 
by Island School 
students: Aisha 


Matt Cartwright, R 
Dissanayake, Atee 
Chanda, Heidi Fung, 
Jignesh Tailor, Ying 
Yue Li and Leslie Tam 


display as the Women of America, whose 
slinky bodyguards dispatched a male 
chauvinist demonstrator, Daniel Lipin. The 
Green Party (Lorna Forse and Kahmni 
Bharwani) actually carried two states after 
their persuasive depiction of the perils of 
global warming. Ross Perot (Eun-sang 
Hwang) concluded his speech by removing 
his shoe and hammering it on the podium. 
Bob Dole (Johann Lo) then stole Clinton's 
thunder by playing the national anthem left 
handed on the harmonica (as befitted the 
one handed Dole), But the show was really 
stolen by the eventual winners, a collection 
of 19705 freaks led by Vishal Melwani and 
Alice Patten whose campaign ended with a 
mass disco dance. 


‘The 2000 election went about as wrong as 
the real thing, except that in the school's 


case the party with the most votes actually 
won (and without going to the Supreme 
Court to steal it). It was held indoors 
because of rain, so no Mercedes Benz! Al 
Gore (Craig Beaton) introduced with great 
fanfare by Bill Clinton (brother Brendon 
Beaton) and George W. Bush (Chris 
Wilkins) lost out to the racist and bigotted 
Patrick Buchanan played for laughs and 
presented partly in rap by Zimbabwean 
Eric Hodges, backed by Kirsten Boddy. 


In 2004 it was back on to Block 5 with 
‘Hail to the Thief’, a Mercedes Benz, body 
guards and boos to accompany the arrival 
of incumbent George W. Bush (Greg Forse) 
who proceeded to lampoon himself with 
his own words and own voice (and even 

his puerile giggle). Such self abnegation 
opened up the field for John Kerry (Tom 
Jackson) who successfully exploited the 
school’s contempt for Bush to win by the 
biggest landslide in the history of the Mock 
Election. Bush was also beaten by a Marilyn 
Monroe look-alike played by Grace Brown 


One of the highlights of any Mock US election was the performance of Mi 


whose answer to how she would deal with 
the war in Iraq was to say in a true breath- 
Jess little girl Marilyn intonation that “I 
think gentlemen prefer peace”. 


And to prove that we do not limit political 
discussion to the USA, there have been two 
UK elections, won by Labour (KC Tan) in 
1992 and the Scottish nationalists (a kilted 
Welshman, Gareth Harfoot), in 1997, and 
on that occasion the candidates were invited 
to continue the debate on RTHK Radio 3. 


The elections were set up as an education in 
democracy. Candidates were well prepared 
to play their roles and to talk the talk. The 
razzamatazz enlivens the campaigns, but 
itis an adjunct of the process not its raison 
d’ötre. The mock elections have walked 

the fine line between the profound and the 
entertaining. It remains important in an 
international school to prepare students for 
democracy: | hope the tradition of mock 
politics can continue true to this purpose. B 


ko Laube and Jenny Yeh as 


the Women of America in 1996, and the slinky bodyguards added something to the occasion! 


81 


Victory in the face of tragedy: the Island School 
team that won the school’s first Inter School 
debating victory on 4 May 1985 


|, MOMENTS 


Winning the Inter 
Schools in 1985... 


...and the acclaim that followed remem- 
bered by Hugh McBride whose son had 
died just two weeks before: 


“And you and the debating team were so 
right to carry on and win the trophy 

there that year. I remember at the end of 
the event in the Baptist College, a great 
shout went up when Island School were 
declared the winners! I had to rush back 
home, my emotions welling up in a great 
flood inside me, and I only just managed to 
hold on until I could close the door of our 
flat behind me”. 


Murray Bunton's Glory 
Day: The defeat of HKIS 
in the Joint Schools Semi 
Final in May 1998 


We were already depleted by exam leave and 
were to be victims of what transpired to be a 
contrived motion designed to embarrass our 
team, made up as it was by some committed 
Christians - “that Gandhi was greater than 
Christ”, Only a few hours before the debate 
we had no team, Several team members 
refused to debate the motion, Eventually 
the diminutive Murray Bunton reluctantly 


agreed to speak ~ in opposition to his most 
cherished beliefs. The team arrived for 

the debate against HKIS with barely any 
preparation, to take on one of Hong Kong's 
most formidable teams. The team of Murray, 
Andrew Macdonnell, Aisha Janjua and 
Louise Chin performed inspirationally and 
won on a unanimous decision. Murray gave 
a superb summing up: witty, profound, 
spontaneous, and completely insincere. 


Even though he returned to Australia in 
the middle of Year 12 Murray was selected 
for the Hong Kong team for the World 
Championships in Pittsburgh in 2000 
where they reached the quarter finals hav- 
ing defeated the USA on their home turf, 
losing to the eventual champions Australia. 
Murray was one in a million. 


Ying Tin Li versus James 
Baker Ill 


In 1998 I was invited to take two students 
to the Asia Society presentation by former 
Secretary of State James Baker. | took two 
Americans: Ying Tin Li and Daniel Lipin. 
Ying Tin was one of the most courageous 
young people I had known especially when 
it came to taking on public figures who 
crossed her path. 


Though the presentation was made at a time 
of crisis in Iraq, when Saddam Hussein was 
defying the weapons inspectors, he talked 
on the recent Asian economic crisis. The 
hall was massive and held about 600 guests, 
mainly journalists and politicos. Towards 
the end of the question and answer session, 
I whispered to Ying Tin that it might be a 
good idea to ask for his comments on the 
recent troubles in Iraq. True to form up 
went her hand and she was identified by the 
chair to ask what turned out to be the last 
question of the evening. 


"Mr Baker, May I ask you a question on 
à completely unrelated matter? Given 


your role in the Gulf War and the recent 
problems in Iraq, would you now reassess 
whether you achieved your objectives in 
that conflict?” The Hall fell silent. Baker 
gazed down the Hall in a kind of bemused 
state of shock. ^That IS a good question" 
he said. He then went on to give the line 
that the US was only part of an alliance, 
was operating under UN resolutions and 
had no authority to overthrow Saddam. 
What he then said has reverberated down 
the years. “In any case had we overthrown 
Saddam the United States could have 
found itself presiding over a civil war of 
Iraqi factions". The same Mr Baker was 
later asked by George W. Bush in 2006, to 
head the Iraq Study Group that basically 
came to the same conclusion. Perhaps more 
people should have asked that question 
and listened to the answer before ‘Dubya’ 
embarked on his ill-starred mission in Iraq. 


An unwise wager 


My son Greg Forse 
was a protégé of 
Sam Greenland, the 
ESF's debate coach, 
and was selected 

to represent Hong 
Kong in the World 
Championships in 
Calgary in 2005. 
Just before he left 

I told him that if 
Hong Kong defeated Australia (perennial 
world champions) I would give him $1,000, 


Greg Forse, Australia's 
nemesis 2005 


a safe bet. As 1 was leaving for work one 
cold morning in February the phone went. 
“Dad, you know that bet you took with 
me..." The rest you can guess. 


Australia still went on to win the cham- 
pionship but Greg ended up 33" in the 
individual rankings of over 300 contest- 
ants, while helping to defeat Scotland and 
losing narrowly to Ireland and England, all 
former champions. W 


inter House Athletics at the Wanchai Stadium 


HOUSE COMPETITIONS 


O history of the school would be 

complete without reflecting on the 
array of competitions that both unite and 
divide the Houses, from the away days or 
afternoons at Wanchai Stadium (it was the 
Government Stadium in the 1970s) and 
Victoria Park for the athletics and swim- 
ming, to the Block 3, 4, 5 and Green Area 
football, netball, basketball, rounders and 
volleyball. Students hug the touchlines or 
hang over balconies through lunch-hours 
and the noise level can be very intense. 
What more colourful day is there than 
when the carnival cum competition of the 
Inter-House cross country takes place in 
November; what more fun occasion than 
the quiz finals in the hall where once there 
were the ‘declamation’ (public speaking), 
music and drama competitions, In more 


And once upon a time Da Vinci 
wont! (1987) 


secluded areas are debating and chess, All 
add to the enjoyment of school life and also 
act as the nursery from which school teams 
are selected, At the end of the year Derek 
Bailey adds up the points and declares the 
winner of the Inter-House trophy. 


Championships are usually won less by star 
performances than by participation, In the 
athletics and swimming points are awarded 
to numbers entering (or reaching a certain 
standard), and Houses try to spread the 
participation in team events across as many 
students as possible, Competitions are 
fought in the best of spirits (which is more 
than can perhaps be said of some staff relay 
races!). It's nice to win but the taking part is 
definitely the priority. 


That is unless you are a certain Green 
Machine leader who reveled one early 


1980s Christmas, in Rutherford's narrow 


Rounders on the Green Area mid-1970s 


athletics victory over Wilberforce that all 
hinged on the final relay of the day. At the 
staff Christmas lunch that followed, that 
afternoon, it was a happy Harding Junior 
who stood the staff for a few bottles of 
sparkly, and a jovial victory speech. Alas 
for young Harding he arrived at school 
the next morning to hear that there had 


been a miscalculation, and Wilberforce 
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„and the finish! 


were in fact the winners, There is no 

truth to the rumour that the male staff of 
Wilberforce returned their champagne to 
poor ol’ Stewart, but John Tait, then Head 
of Wilberforce, magnanimously left a few of 
bottles of wine for the staff (adorned with 
the famous yellow ribbon) as the school 
term ended. And to show there was no hard 
feelings, Stewart Harding allowed his sons 
to enter Wilberforce House, 8 
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Kenneth McBride and crew 
make ready for the race 1984 


Maggie and Hugh McBride 
present the Kenneth and Nicola 
Trophy to the victorious Island 
School team in 1989. Marion is 
second from the left on the front 


Rowing 1985 


Rowing first appeared as an Island School 
sport in the late 1970s led by a parent, 
Professor Tom Boyde. In 1982 Bryan 
Massingham brought the skills he honed at 
Oxford University, and the school - boys 
and girls - achieved remarkable success for 
the rest of the decade with such outstand- 
ing performers as Richard Dixon and 
Kenneth McBride who won gold medals in 
an international meet in Japan in1984. 


There can be little doubt that the successes 
of 1985 will go down as the most memo- 
rable and dramatic of this golden period. 
The school won the Club Championship 
for the first time defeating the Royal Hong 
Kong Yacht Club, which included several 
Oxbridge ‘blues’. In the Open National 
Championship against teams from around 
the world the school rowing club won five 
gold medals. But the club's most famous 
victory occurred three weeks after the 
death of the boys’ and girls’ team captains, 
Kenneth McBride and Nicola Myers. It was 
in the Junior VIII race in May 1985, for 
which the HKRA produced a new trophy 
named for Kenneth and Nicola, which was 


to be awarded by Kenneth's parents. In a 
neck and neck struggle with South Island 
School over 1,500 metres Island School 
triumphed by a single metre, which was just 
as well as Mrs. Maggie McBride announced 
that she “wasn't going to give the trophy to 
anyone else"! 


Island School won that trophy several times 
over the coming years but none as dramati- 
cally as in 1989 when a mixed VIII, rowing 
for the first time together, against strong all 
male teams, pipped the Police Rowing Club 
to win the Trophy after a supreme effort. 
What made this doubly special was that on 
this occasion Maggie awarded the trophy 
and a medal to her own daughter, Marion. 


Kings of the Concrete 
Volleyball 


Kings of the Concrete is an Island School, 
or to be more exact a Derek Bailey, inven- 
tion; a 4-a-side volleyball competition held 
on the school playgrounds, with a tried and 
tested handicap system, and an excellent 
website designed by Ross Harding. The 
event begins at 9 a.m. on a Saturday at the 
end of the Autumn Term and usually ends 
illuminated by the lights from the school 
hall. All the top volleyball schools are 
invited to participate, from the local and 
international schools, so the standard is 
generally very high. In 2007, 48 teams took 
part, the biggest growth coming in the girls’ 
(Queens”?) section and for the first time 
Island School won the competition. 


The event was initially sponsored by 
Mendoza, the luggage manufacturer, but 


after a few years without a sponsor HSBC 
backed the 2006 and 2007 events. 


Kings of the Concrete is a great commun 
sports event now in its fifteenth year, for 
which Derek Bailey deserves great credit, P 


ity 
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Cricket 1984 


Cricket could be an all day Saturday activ- 
ity (and all weekend if one played, as I did, 
in the HKCA Sunday League) with inter- 
school games in the morning and Islanders 
in the afternoon. The Islanders were a team 
of students and adults who competed in the 
HKCA Saturday League, and later included 
South Islanders as well, making it the first 
ever combined Island team. The club was 
set up by Mike Taylor and myself in 1974 
when Brett McCann and Bobby Barnett 
were promising youngsters. 


Ted Wilson Trophy winners 1984 


The Ted Wilson Trophy for school First 
XIs began in 1977. Island School won that 
trophy in 1984, 1992 and 1998. In the early 
1980s the star players were Keith Parsons, 
Nadir Mirmohamadi (both of whom 
scored centuries against adults) and Ayaz 
Ebrahim and in the late 1980s it was the 
elegant Indraneel Chakrabarti and Martin 
Lever. The 1992 team included Rohan 
Chandran, Aseem Rangnekar and Sam 
Schofield, Perhaps the strongest squad was 
in 1998 and included Steve and Graeme 
Hawinkels, Alex French and Jignesh Taylor, 
1983-4 was our most successful season for 
senior cricket, The Islanders team started 
with three adults and eight boys, but as 
two of the adults decided to engage in 
fisty-cuffs (with each other) on the field 

of play, it rapidly became one adult (me) 
and ten boys, "That season the team won 


ten league games in the HKCA Saturday 


Damon Sharwood scored 1,000 runs inthe 
HKCA Saturday league 1983-4 


League including a seven wicket thrashing 
of HKCC Nomads, their only defeat in 
two calendar years. We finished seventh 
of eighteen teams, a remarkable feat for 

a school side. The Islanders then won the 
Craigengower Sixes, the forerunner of the 
Hong Kong Sixes, defeating successively 
KGV, Little Sai Wan, HKCC and, in the 
final, Kowloon CC on their home turf. 
The star players that year were Damon 


Sharwood, one of only a handful of players 


ever to score 1,000 runs in a Saturday 


Ted Wilson Trophy winners 1992 


League season, Jagdeep Thadani and David 
Downey with Martin Lever and Rober 
Broadbridge rising through the rank: 

The victory in the final of the Ted Wil 
Trophy against South Island School y = 
climax of the year. Sharwood scored 

not out of a total of 273 for three to : 

an 85 run victory in a high scoring ; 


Several school players won colony ay 
through playing against adults. Martin 
Lever represented Hong Kong in an IC 
mini-World Cup. Indraneel Chakrabarti 
played in a British Universities cup final for 
Southampton University. Steve Hawinkels 
won an Oxford Blue (and top scored against 
Cambridge) and I am sure Jignesh Tailor 
would have had he not been so determined 
to score the highest First in his year in 
Medicine. Alex French was on the books of 
county side Glamorgan and has won many 
caps for Hong Kong. Perhaps the biggest 
star in the making is Natasha Miles, the 
first female to play in the powerful Sunday 
League, and who represented Hong Kong 
women in a tour of Pakistan in 2006. 
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We even finished school at 2 p.m. on a Tuesday to gel down 
to the real business as buses revved up to take what looked 


like half the school to Happy Valley for soccer, rugby, 


hockey and the like. 


THE SPORTING LIFE 


We were the swimming (and 
water polo) school 


NE of my the most immediate 

impressions as a young teacher in the 
mid-1970s was how sport-obsessed Island 
School was, almost to the point where it 
seemed that lessons were the extra curricular 
activity. Our facilities were eked out of 
every available corner of the school. Even 
the workshops seemed an adjunct to sport, 
churning out fibre glass canoes under the 
watchful eye of quality controller Pete Howe. 
Cricket nets were being erected on the roof 
under the loving gaze of Mike Taylor (and 
I still remember the two of us painting the 
iron supports). Table tennis was played in an 
alcove where the current EAL Immersion 
classroom (once the Sixth Form Common 
Room) is, And there were sports I never 
associated with a school: rowing with parent 


Tae Kwan Do on Block 3 playground 1973 


Professor Tom Boyde, sailing with Keith 
“Captain Ahab’ Mowser, canoeing, water 
polo, water skiing, life saving; we did water. 
But what was this thing called Tae Kwan 

Do? We even finished school at 2 p.m. on a 
Tuesday to get down to the real business as 
buses revved up to take what looked like half 
the school to Happy Valley for soccer, rugby, 
hockey and the like. We boasted Olympic 
and Commonwealth Games swimmers... 


and the grottiest changing rooms known to 
man and woman. 


Looming over it all was the giant John 
Freeman and his tenacious wife Jan. 
‘Focused’ is the word that perhaps best 
sums up their approach to Island School 
sport. I was perplexed at how hated KGV 
School was because of its playing fields, the 
excuse for every defeat at their hands and 
the obstacle that was heroically SOM 
for every victory. But we had one thing that 
KGV did not then have: a pool. We we 

"the swimming school” and w sy 
in the afterglow of a clean sw 
girls and boys grade trophies in 1973, a fi 
never before accomplished in Hon x de 
and only to be accomplished ESI = 

= each time by Island School, oe 


ere living 
cep of all the 


It was the drive of 


Joh 
Island School on t n and Jan that put 


he Sporting map. But 


Table tennis was played where the EAL 
classroom now stands. On the left is Mark 
Crocker, double swimming Olympian, 1972 
and 1976 


they would be the first to acknowledge the 
groundwork laid in the old school building 
by the two PE teachers Nigel Ireland 

and Rosie Poland and their inspirational 
colleague, Pete Bonner, a superb poly- 
sportsman, and later by PE colleagues 
Dave (Leado) Reid, Sue Honeyman, Sue 
Capel, Marion Knight, Clive Keevil, Guy 
Thompson, Pat Delooze and Fiona Black. 
and the important part played by non- 

PE staff in running teams (who I hope 

to acknowledge in this book, through 
their individual sports). They would also 
acknowledge that in those days when clubs 
were largely white preserves, the fact that 
many of our youngsters received top class 
coaching from the likes of Captain Wright 
at the Ladies Recreation Club was a major 
reason why we were “the swimming school 
Societal Change over the decades slowly 
ground down our supremacy in that area. 
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2004 the audience actually participated as 
part of the set in three different areas in the 
tiny lower Drama Studio. 


Space, though limited, is not the be all and 
end all of Drama; it is participation and 
talent. Like so much about the school the 
participatory element is very strong. As 
many students as possible are encouraged 
to take part, in some way, in extra cur- 
ricular drama, And staff too, There was for 
a time a Junchtime production activity, and 
members of staff could sign up to direct 
one, Chris Stubbs, Marion John, Mike 
O'Neill and others produced little cameos, 
experimenting with the limited space in 
the Samy theatre, One notable production 
was a 40 minute condensation of Othello 
by Keith Hughes (Jago), performed, under 
the direction of Les Clarke, by a cast of four 
which included (Othello) Anand Tucker 
va future renowned movie director. Staff 
involvement in school productions extends 
lo stage management (by such as Janine 
Tai), ticket sales (thanks to Kate Armour) 


á or Wi and 
and ‘front of house (Heather Wilson 


> and 
Val Richards) and of course sound a 


see 
lighting and make-up and costumes ( 


later credits). 


The school has been lucky with its leader- 
ship in drama especially with Brenda 
Scofield, Geoff Readman and very recently 
Paula Mor. They were the ‘Heads of Drama’ 
rather than just drama teachers. Each has 
contributed a distinctive element. 


Brenda was adept at ‘the major work’, 

the large school production, while also 
experimenting or allowing others to 
experiment, in some daring diversions. | 
remember adjudicating in a disagreement 
between English teachers Monique Pirie 
and Vivienne Basckin and dramatists 

Clare Stearns and Brenda over whether the 
tandem ‘Bouncers and Shakers’ constituted 
a valid literary experience for a Sixth Form 
production in 1989. It was the occasion 

that made me realise that Drama was a 
stand alone, not an appendage to English 
Literature. I sided with the dramatists and 
the production went ahead (and brilliant 

it was). ‘An Evening with Steven Berkoff’, 
produced by Olimpia Morrison in 1997, was 
an extremely high risk production in which 
the audience was forewarned about its 

blue language and quite explicit sexuality, 
Again, a brilliant concept superbly realised. 
It was in Brenda's era that the Drama Trip 
during Interim Week took off, with Mary 
Lacey Vittachi leading trips to London 

and Stratford upon Avon Which involved 


not only spectating but getting behind the 
scenes in the National Theatre. 


When Brenda resigned in 1998 she Was 
replaced by one of Britain's drama ed : 
gurus, the man Brenda described p 
Ihe "Pavarotti of Drama E M 
workaholic, cotfee-guzzli 
Readman, Geotl had fall 


ducation, the 


ng genius, Geoff. 
en in love with 


Lr 


ESF students when he visited Ho 
as a Drama advísor from the UK 
not believe our luck when he appl 
51 to become the Head of Dramz 
was a drama educator. School pr 
(usually sectional rather than y 
grew naturally out of the classrı 
believed that Drama was for al! 
a lesson (as I did on several occa 
to see, par excellence, the art of ir 
“No child left behind” might have 
invented by Geoff. He believed in the 
therapeutic value of Drama as an ir 

of raising individual consciousness throug! 
exploration of social themes. It was r 
accident that Drama became almost part 


of the Personal and Social Education 
programme at that time, and recall a group 


of his students performing ad Jib at a drug 
education evening for parents. It was hardly 
surprising that Geoff, with Angela Liu and 
Pete and Caroline Clarke, would use Interim 


Week to experiment in a community theatre 


project: with students writing, producing 
and performing a play to take around othe: 
schools in Hong Kong. 


On ‘retirement’ (the word is inappropriate 
for Geoff) in 2004 the school appointed 
Paula Mor as Head of Drama. As fervent as 
Geoff, and as determined to bring out the 
best in her charges, Paula successfully filled 
the shoes of an Island School icon. Again. 
RR Of superb GCSE and A level produc- 
tions poured from the production line, and 


Lunchtime productions: the 
cast of a mini-'Othello': Juliette 
Brown, Keith Hughes, Anand 
Tucker and Denise Brown 1980 


Studies to Physics and French have also 
been drawn into its magic, it is clear that 
Drama has been central to the life of the 
school. My role? I do the easy bit, I spectate 
and applaud. But like Marion I can lay 
claim to seeing the evolution of school 


drama over one third of a century. 


It might be best to begin with the facilities. 

I cannot comment on how Drama was 
conducted in the old building, but it was not 
until the late 1970s that the school acquired 
a studio theatre (The Arthur Samy Theatre) 
where once stood a dingy lecture theatre 
below the Metalwork room (can anyone 
remember that?). A few years later, in its 
never ending quest for teaching space, the 
school removed nearly all the hall stage 
creating a utility area (aka ‘Backstage’ or 
Room 621) which was later reclaimed as a 
second drama space. We then gutted the 
under-stage corridor area where the Drama 
department had its office, its make up rooms 


and costume store (to create the General 
Purposes Area/Careers room), and then 
replaced the Samy Theatre with an exten- 
sion to the Design and Technology Suite. 
Lest the reader believe that this was all part 
of a secret plot by the Senior Management 
Team (of which I was a member) to dimin- 
ish Drama, I should also point out that we 
converted the school gym to a Drama Studio 
with retractable seating and the permanent 
noise of the flushing staff toilets above. It is 
remarkable how two departments that have 
given so much to the school, PE and Drama, 
have achieved such glory in the face of the 
limitations of the school site. I am in awe! 


The school hall (which was later found to 
have asbestos in its ceiling panels and was 
closed for nearly a term in 1988) is not an 
ideal space. The stage cannot be viewed 
easily from its balcony, and the floor area 

is cramped. The first school plays were on 
stage, in what was quite a deep and adapt- 
able area. But with its removal, school 
productions were of necessity conducted 

“in the round’ on the floor area. There was 
some interesting experimentation; a 'prom- 
enade' version of "The Crucible' in 1995 and 
for ‘Ulysses’ in 1998 and ‘Guys and Dolls’ 
in 2004 the performance was conducted on 
the elevated back of the hall with the audi- 
ence seated on the main floor area. Geoff 
Readman produced a masterful production 
of “The Caucasian Chalk Circle’ which 
utilised space in a particularly creative way, 
as did Adam Conway’s ‘Adventures of Tin 
Tin’ in 1996. 


With the advent of A’ and AS’ Level Theatre 
Arts, the major school production largely 
gave way to smaller (occasionally minimal- 
ist) productions in the two drama studios. 
In 2005 it was possible to view three pro- 
ductions in an evening in different venues 
as the audience rotated between different 
A’ Level productions, and for “Teechers' in 


‘Hiawatha’ (1987) wins my Oscar for the best 
school production 


N 
‘Grease’ 1992. Danny (Jamie Nesbitt) and Sandy 
(Melissa Nichols). Is this a proposal? 


Teechers - the first production 1994 
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Many are the occasions I have left a production marveling 


at the talent, the spectacle, and the logistics of such an 


occasion: from conception, through auditions and rehearsal 


to performance, involving stage management, sound and 
y S stag $ 


lighting, costumes, marketing and customer care. 


Drama in the Old Building c1972 


` 


Brenda Scofield née Boase 
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ATTLING against cramped and 
shrinking facilities, Island School has 
over the years produced an astonishing 
number and variety of dramatic produc 
tions, ranging from intimate occasıons 
attended by 20 or 30 to full school produc 
tions in the Hall. Many are the occasions 

I have left a production marveling at the 
talent, the spectacle, and the logistics of such 
an occasion: from conception, through audi- 
tions and rehearsal to performance, involv- 
ing stage management, sound and lighting, 


costumes, marketing and customer care. 


The success of school drama is down 


predominantly but not exclusively to those 


who taught the subject, from Beryl Fairley 
in the old school building, Jerri Willett, 
Joan Durr, Linda Dolwin to Olimpia 
Morrison, Geoff Readman, Mary Lacey 
Vittachi, Angela Liu and Paula Mor, by way 
of that diminutive giant of school drama 
Brenda Boase (now Scofield). Marion John 
devoted more years to curricular and extra 
curricular drama than anyone else, from 
1971 to 2004 - one third of a century! 

Once upon a time all English teachers were 
drama teachers by default (and who can 
underestimate the contributions of Les 
Clark and Clare Stearns). Its growth as a 
separate subject was gradual, building from 


the roots in Form 1 to become a GCSE and 


Avi Koen (above), Steve Garlick (below) in ‘Half 
A Sixpence’ and the cast of ‘The Card’ (left) 


then an A’ level subject ‘Drama and Theatr 


Arts, 


Given that Drama is often cited as a stu 
dent's favourite subject, that thousands of 
youngsters have experienced participation 
ina school production, and that dozen 


teachers in subjects ranging Irom Busine 


‘Oliver’, an excellent musical 
Production (left), Spring 1978 
with Les Clarke (above) as an 
unforgettable Fagin 


Right: Paul Adams, Master 

of Ceremonies, with Olivia 
Bratsanos 2003 

Below: Julian Reed and the Band 


Over time this event morphed into a new 
Island School tradition “Stars in Their 
Eyes. When I was young this was called 
“Opportunity Knocks’. Today in the US it 
is American Idol” It is a talent contest built 
around a UK television show and was com- 
pered (until he left in 2006) by Paul Adams 
and won (in an audience vote) by Thatso 
Seerane as Macy Grey (2003), Denise Chan 
as Vanessa Carlton (2004), a Year 8 ‘Green 
Day’ (2005) and a Year 11 ‘Andrews Sisters’ 
(2006) who brilliantly mimicked the sound 
of the 1940s. In 2007 the show was stolen by 
the eponymous Paul and Paula (Wheatley 
and Mor). 


And there were some special concerts and 
musical productions: the Millennium Party 
{for which a new school song was composed 


by Ellen Sherry), The Mikado in 2000, 

“An African Interlude” in 2001 and Guys 
and Dolls in 2004. Most people's favourite 
concert was the ‘Borrett Road to Broadway 
- Rocky Horror Show’ in 2003 though it 
did not fail but offend some sensitivities 
when Jake Gould, suitably attired, delivered 


his ‘Sweet Transvestite’ 


A new innovation was the ESF Choir and 
Orchestra Concert held every year from 
2002 (except when SARS intervened), pro- 
duced against a backdrop of growing GCSE 
and A level examining. The ESF Concert 
was the showcase of the best of school tal- 
ent. Ji Soo Kim sang the soprano part in the 
Kyrie from Karl Jenkins’ “The Armed Man’ 
in 2004 which was quite possibly the most 
moving piece of school music anyone had 
heard, played and sung to a backdrop of 
war images conjured up by Alan Dickson of 
Sha Tin College. Tom Liddington showed 
his prodigious trumpet skills in 2005 and 


Scott Hughes and Tom Jackson their sax 


and clarinet virtuosity in 2006-7. Thatso Seerane, winner 2004 


Village People 2004 - Give me an A 
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Gregory Liddington (French 
hom) and Liam Bailey (trumpet) 


And what talent he had to celebrate: Robert 
Ruiz on the piano in the 1970s, Natalie 
Schwaabe (flute) in the 1980s, and the 
extraordinary talent of Ga-hae Han (violin) 
and Annie Woo (piano), both from Korea, 
in the 1990s. Stuart and Zoe Hawkins 
produced superlative jazz and blues on 
trumpet and sax (not forgetting sister 
Natalie on piano). There was Susie Wilkins 
(a quite unique vocalist who composed her 
own music and has cut several CDs), Jeremy 
Lankshear (a jazz pianist) and a host of rock 
bands of ‘variable’ quality with some that 
were very good. One of the school bands, 
“Kid Zero’ made a recording which has been 
remastered by Robert Plant and Jimmy 
Page (of Led Zeppelin). Andrew Bautista 

— a most accomplished rock guitarist from 
the mould of Filipino musicianship — twice 
fought leukaemia, and gave us many won- 
derful afternoons in the sun, with his band, 
at the school fairs in the 1990s. 


With the retirement in successive years 
of John Barham and Chris Murray, and 
the arrival of Jo-Anne Trevenna as Head 
of Music in 1999 and of Phil Tudor in 


Ga-hae Han versus 
Yehudi Menuhin 


| once asked John Barham just how good 
he thought 14 year old Korean violinist 
Ga-hae Han was. He demonstrated by 
playing two tapes simultaneously, one 

of Ga-hae and one of Yehudi Menuhin, 
switching from one to the other. The piece 
was Massenet's ‘Meditation from Thais’. 
“Can you tell the difference?” he asked. | 
couldn't, but mine was not a particularly 
tutored ear. He said “if you listen very close- 
ly you can spot the difference”. Not me! 
“Listen more closely” he said. “On Ga-hae's 
recording (made in the school hall) you can 
hear kids playing on the playground”. 


The Senior Boys’ Choir sing songs from the 
shows 2002 


2000, the focus of school music changed. 
Jo’s philosophy was inclusion, and while 
great talent would not be ignored it played 
second fiddle (if you excuse the musical 
pun) to the participatory imperative. 

Easter concerts would be brief and tightly 
choreographed: no more than an hour long. 
So full was the playing area that it seemed 
performers outnumbered the audience, and 
probably did. A training orchestra made up 
mainly of Year 7 students would provide 
the vitality and a rougher edge, while an 80 
strong orchestra and more accomplished 
chamber orchestra rotated seamlessly with 
different choirs and bands. Invariably the 
children wore bright colours to give the 
whole spectacle a joyous and warm glow. 

Jo and Phil were wonderfully supported by 
John Tait, Angela Liu, Paul Stanley, Julian 
Read and of course ‘DJJ’ with the ubiqui- 
tous Senior Boys’ choir. 


Top and above: From Borrett Road to Broadway 
2002: Jake Gould sings Sweet Transvestite. The 
endless encores disguised how uncomfortable 
this act was for many in the audience 


A Jo Trevenna Concert 
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The Einstein Valentine's Day 
Service 


Heads of House 
in the mid- 
19805: Paul 
Cabrelli and 
Jan Freeman: 
excellent 
managers of 
teams 


EINSTEIN 1983-1988 


| 


A period centre round the two classes I 
tutored. One was 2E/3E 1984-6, which meant 
on the one hand trying to make Ganesh Rao 
sit down (why can I still hear his excuses even 
now) but also seeing the rise of future head 

girl Pui-Wing Tam (the first of three Puis: 
Ying and Ling being the others). 3E 1987-8 
had such characters as Shawna Stephens and 
Soleded Gili, as far as I know the only Chilean 
I ever taught. Among the boys were cheeky Joe 
Carter, Joseph Diestel and Tom Blakely. Tom 
became one of my star cricketers in the early 


N | Y memories of Einstein classes in this 
EB. 


1990s and recipient of a very strange piece of 
first aid. When wicket keeping in an Islanders 
cricket match he lost his three front teeth, 
which I found on the grass and took along 
with Tom to Queen Mary Hospital where 

Joe Diestel's mother (a renowned dentist) put 
them back in. Jonathan Blair was to endure a 
brain tumour, but is now fully recovered and 
wrote to me when I left Island School in 2006. 
Dinesh Nihalchand remains an acquaintance 
and gave up the security of ABN Amro fora 
life as a real estate entrepreneur buying up old 
properties and kitting them out as serviced 
apartments. 


Among the stars in the senior school were 
future head girls Heidi Sammes and Natalie 
Bohm and Australian Roman Krznaric, 
bearer of probably the most exotic name 
and the most droll senses of humour of any 
Islander. He became Deputy Head Boy, was 
a super sportsman and academic (he went to 
Oxford) and now he plays Real Tennis, the 
forerunner of the type that Federer plays. 


I have very fond memories of my junior 
Einsten history classes, especially the one 


that became the class of '93: Ugo S 
(a charismatic Afro-Italian), Zahl ( 
(with a wicked sense of humour 
Clerc Renaud (who became Head ( 
and who had a twin brother Seb 
Nansen), Kimberley Knight (on 
children of Marion Knight the PI 
Karen Abrahall (no prizes for g 
her father was), Catherine Yeur 
Crawshaw, Caroline Davies, the : 
Edward Bunker (ever cheerful des; 
physical handicap), and a young lady | was 
later to discover was a distant cousin of 
mine, Francesca Boase (also with a teacher 
mum, Brenda). They were one of my all time 
favourite Island School classes. 


In those days Einstein was an excellently 
managed house: Jan Freeman and Paul 
Cabrelli were real team builders 
presided over the beginning of a peric 
sporting success that was to contir 
Paul's successor, another Paul - B 
Jan was also responsible for buil 
ent pastoral curriculum for the 
also set up an Island School traditio 
Valentine's Day delivery service. W 
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in her native Edinburgh. Also joining in 
1982 was Merion Norcross, the future Head 
of Wilberforce. 


With the departure of Paul Gillingham as 
Head of History in the summer of 1983, the 
race was on for the succession and for once 
Dave James (who was head of Einstein) and 
I were in opposition. History records that I 
won that race, though Dave's appointment 
as Deputy Principal may just have been a 
factor in that! After three years Ihanded 
Da Vinci over to a new Head of House, 
Geographer John Little, by which time we 
were achieving some sporting success. 


Spot the loony: Da Vinci teachers May 1983 : 
Back row: Chris Smith, Les Clarke, Lynn Mitchell, Malcolm Dakin, Paul Gillingham 


Front row: Fran Phipps, Heather Wilson, me, Jenny Wakefield, Merion Norcross. Fran 
was then joint Head of House. Heather became Head of House and then Deputy 
Principal at West Island School. Merion became Head of Wilberforce. Lynn was the 


Orangeman whose choice of colour endures! 


The Allans and The Longleys: A Da Vinci Dynasty 


Among the joys of having taught at Island School for so long is having parched awhi 
family pass through the school and then reappear in a second generation, all linked 
House. Another is the delight of teaching Eurasian youngsters, who often carry in t! 

the best memes of two cultures, and are often exceptionally attractive to boot. Th 

such a family. There were five children of a Scottish doctor and Beijing born mothe 

est, Trudi, was there at the birth of the school in 1967, in the class that was to bear | 

Da Vinci. Her sister Alison managed to get herself into Nansen (a result of the lack o 

ency in family-house ties in the days before houses were actually named) and was ir 

year as l arrived in 1974. A few years behind were the brothers William, Daniel and H o 
joined Island School a year after | did). | taught the three boys. William was a lively, articulate 
and slightly inconoclastic youngster with a love of history; Daniel was quieter, more intense, a 
good mathematician and chess player and a budding economist in my O' level set, and then 
baby Hugh (aka Huge Alien) who was and is cheeky and irreverent; a natural sportsman and 
member of the clean sweep swimming teams of the late Seventies. 


| quess it could be said that Island School served this generation of Allans well: they became 
successively a doctor, a dentist, a barrister, an accountant and a banker (though | do recall 
Hugh, at one stage, aspiring to study child psychology so he could help kids). 


Trudi's two youngest children Tommy and Imogen are currently in Da Vinci. Imogen was in 
the last class | taught, 7D (2005-6), and was with me on stage when | waved farewell to the 
school. William had the audacity to send his children to West Island School and Hong Kong 
International School, while Alison's daughter Jasmine is currently at Peak School, and will join 
Nansen in a few years time. Hugh's young son and daughter are about to be whisked off to 
Bali to live an alternative lifestyle. Daniel's family is in the UK. 


Above: Tommy and Imogen 
Longley with cousin Jasmine 
Left: The Allans c1980: Alison and 
William (standing); Daniel, Trudi 
and Hugh (seated) 
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Right: Nansen in 2005 


Below: Dave Howells explains 
howa tipper-truck managed 
to write off two teachers' cars 
inthe school car park. Dave 
hada liking for quirky 'off the 
wall' kids and as the union 
representative was a selfless 
defender of teachers' interests. 


a p 


having set up a tea plantation there in the 
1960s. The late Brook Bernacchi is still 
remembered as a crusading reformer on the 
Urban Council and founder of the Reform 
Club. I think he was first person I heard 
ever venture to suggest that Hong Kong 
people be allowed to vote! 


South African Pierre Steynberg, the 
younger of two superb swimming broth- 
ers, remains an acquaintance, a bond that 
began in November 1974, in my first few 
weeks at Island School when he and Jaimie 
Britto of Da Vinci carried me with what 
transpired to be a broken leg from soccer 
pitch C at Happy Valley to Tang Shiu-kin 
hospital. 


Fiona McDonald remains in touch from 


Hec am 
m 8n? 


Fiona McDonald and Pierre Steynberg (front 
right) at the groundbreaking for the school 
pool 1973 


Perth where her older sister Mairi also 
lives. They both had children in Nansen 
House. Fiona married ex-KGVer John 
Byrne. I am in awe of their dedication to 
their older daughter Mairi who was born 
with cystic fibrosis. It is humbling to see 
former students grow in the most demand- 
ing career of them all: parenting. Mairi is 
now in her early twenties, at university, 


and last year managed to (nearly) complete 
the Rottnest swim. 


The Head Girl in 1974 was Sonia Zirinksy, 
who had younger siblings Linda and Jacob 
offspring of Joan Zirinisky, a | 
PTA and part ofthe Russian Jewish emigres 
community that made their way to Hong 


Kong via Shanghai after the war. In Form 4 


at that time were great friends Andrew da 
Rosa and Alain Marchand, the | 
of a delightful French ( 


class was Tim Hoflm 


stalwart of the 


atter part 
amily. In the same 


an who was to become 


Chairman of Island School in 
older brother Jerry was in the | 
and sister Vicki was a former 
Tim remains a great friend t 
committed Jewish atheist wh 


wedding I attended in 2005 


Further down the school wa 

the oldest of four J. Swaines ( 
and Janet) and son of John s 
distinguished Eurasian lawy: 
horse owner, who became Pr 
Legislative Council. John Juni 
Italian Kiki Conte of Einstein ı 
their offspring in Sha Tin College 
there were the O'Neills (Liz, Fran and Joe) 
son of genial English teacher Mike O Neill 
the Pavris (Kawas, Darius and Jiroo) 
Parsee family, the Devereux boys Anthony 
and Robert, and the Lalls: Sunita, Ricky 
and Suman (who works in the Island School 
library). At the 2006 school fair I thought I 
had an apparition: Suman Lall was stand 
ing there on the stairs, back in Form 1 

I stopped and asked her *what House are 
you in?” “Nansen” came the reply. “Did 
your mother attend Island School?" “Yes 
she did”. “Is she Suman Lall?" She was of 
course! My memory for those early days did 
not play tricks. & 


Double take! Suman Lall (78413) and daughter 
Yasmin Daswani 


HE great Island School Community 

Fest is the School Fair, the event most 
likely to guarantee unseasonal weather ever 
invented. What other school could choose 
a Hawaiian Island theme for a day of three 
degrees and rain (March 1986), and the 
wettest and windiest November day (1987). 
And on both occasions the Teacher Water 
Splash went on as usual. 


What images come to mind? Miss Hong 
Kong - and Mr. - (for cross-dressers), 
the Island School Derby (Derek Bailey's 


illegal gambling activity), the raffle, face 
painting, counting out the money, custard 
pies, Norman Wisdom (1975), second hand 
books, wet weather plans, the rock bands, 
break dancing, the international food stalls, 
the clean up, inebriated teachers, com- 
plaints from the neighbours. The themes: 
Cowboys and Indians, Red White and Blue, 
Black and White, The Romans, the Sixties, 
the Seventies and on 17 March 2007 it was 
St. Patrick's Day, a green theme. 


Itis student and PTA run with more than just 
a little help over the years from the likes of 
Lee Davies, Bryan Massingham, Dave James, 
Michelle Hughes (litter lady), Daniel Trump, 
Tim Hardingham, Derek Bailey, Pak Chan 
and Carrie Bean (what on earth would we 
ever do without her Food Tech facilities) and 
of course the caretaker Mr. Tang. 


They say a picture paints a thousand words, 
so why write more. 
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There is nothing quite likean 
Island School audience 


Assemblies 

Like school dinners of old, no one is ever 
going to admit that they like school 
assemblies, and I guess that Island School 
has had its fair share of mundane, didactic 
and plain boring ones. I recall one on the 
Community Chest that lasted over an hour, 
and then the speaker asked for questions 
(and got one from Kenneth McBride)! 


Equally there are assemblies that stay for 
ever in the school’s consciousness, and not 
just the annual Interim Week Blockbuster 
(which has been known to gobble up 
Lessons 1, 2 and short break!), but other 
great sound and light extravaganzas. I 
doubt any school ever devoted as much 
time and resources to producing assemblies 
as Island School did from about the early 
1990s onwards, reaching an apogee in the 
spectacular ISSU elections that had very 
little to do with democracy but probably 
everything to do with ratcheting up the 
level of technical sophistication and general 
hype, and the sheer joy in presenting. 


I have to plead guilty for initiating this 
little tradition. The first of the sound-light 
extravaganzas was an assembly to celebrate 
the school’s Silk Road trip in 1993. It was 
the first time that a slide show with accom- 
panying music (Fields of Gold’) was used. 
In those pre-powerpoint days, and without 
curtains to darken the hall, the level of 
sophistication was not great. We used a 
Kodak Carousel projector and the slide- 
music synchronisation was by hand. Ever 


2 | hi 
The Leavers! Assembly: Sam Pyle, John Tait and 
Stewart Harding July 2005 
since then there has been a kind of col- 
lective compulsion to add more and more 
layers of technology, made possible by the 
work of Alex Wai, the sound room brigade 
and members of staff like Pete Clarke and 
Mark Roper. But what results! 


Having watched assemblies for over 30 
years I can say there are some clear dos and 
don'ts. Don't rely on outside speakers unless 
they are of genuine stature. And whenever 
possible involve staff and students. I recall 
great occasions when youngsters and staff 
talked about their heroes: Matthew Smith 
(Norman Foster), Calvin Shaw (Lance 
Armstrong), Tom Jackson (Marie Curie 

- who will forget his comment on how her 
work had saved the life of his mother, Julia) 
and Alice Cabrelli who talked about her 
family. 


Some assemblies were rolled out in 

other schools. An enactment of a dialogue 
between Australian journalist John Pilger 
and British minister Alan Clarke on arms 
sales to Indonesia at the time of the East 
Timor genocide led to the creation ofa 
Timor Concern Group who then performed 
the assembly in schools all over Hong 
Kong. The UN 50th Anniversary assembly 
in 1995 led by Angharad James, Akshay 
Rangnekar, Hussein Nasser and Charles 
Hung (and notable for the Billy Joel We 
Didn't Start the Fire’ visual history of the 
UN), was performed again at the UN’s 60th 
Anniversary led by Ben Kaminsky, Tom 
Jackson, Rosalyn Shih, Andrew Houston 
Floyd and Moran Oppenheim among 
others, in several Hong Kong schools and 
in abbreviated form at Presbyterian Ladies 


College in Perth, WA. And there was the 
Handover assembly in 1997 with images 
of Hong Kong accompanied by Bruce 
Springsteen's My Hometown’ which lef 
hardly a dry eye in the Hall. 


In 2004 assemblies became interactive 
with a full school forum on constitutional 
reform in Hong Kong with Sam Counsell 
Rachel Kwan and Michael Lok among oth- 
ers seizing the microphone on the floor, and 
in front of a highly impressed education 
editor of the South China Morning Post. 
In 1996 an assembly on the earthquake 
in Lijiang was linked to an immediat 
“put your hands in your pockets” appeal 
that raised $16,000 that day, and in 1999 a 
similar occasion on the Kosovo situation 
actually raised $7,000 on the floor of the 
Hall for the refugee appeal. 


Equally we have had successful occa- 
sions involving outside speakers. Chris 
Bonington, the mountaineer, naturalist 
Peter Scott, Cliff Morgan the Welsh Rugby 
genius and broadcaster, and Jung Chang ~ 
whose first major public speech following _ 
the publication of the world wide bestseller 
Wild Swans was in the Island School hall. ` 
No one will forget the overwhelming 
presentation by Christina Noble about her 
work among the poor orphans of Vietnam 
which led to a long association between the 
school and her Foundation in Saigon. 


To my mind there is no audience like an 
Island School audience in school 
assemblies. No matter how mundane the 
Occasion the students are always respect — 
ful to guests and outwardly (and often 
inwardly) attentive. Having stood on st 
all over Hong Kong and beyond no grouP 
Of 1,000 students respond in quite the y 
that Island School youngsters do: their 
attentiveness, engagement and generous 
gratitude are uplifting. El 


Top: Staff pantomime 
Above: Quizzes 


International Food Fair 2005 


The School Hall 

Assembly Halls tend to evoke sneers and 
images of stern headmasters admonishing 
the pupils, of hymn singing and school 
exams, To an extent, that image is as true 
at Island School as anywhere else. The Hall 
itself is not ideal. It is not really big enough 
for the full school, its balcony is almost 
dysfunctional; piles of chairs and desks 
make it a fire hazard! In time honoured 
Island School fashion it gave up space in its 
endless quest to fit a quart into a pint jar. 
The old sound room was converted into a 
conference room (actually another class- 
room) and the deep stage was partitioned 
off to create ‘the backstage area’ of exam 
cupboards and drama floor-space. 


But it is in this space that, more than any- 
where else, the schools values are commu- 
nicated. And it is here that the great rites of 
passage take place, from the moment that 
Messrs Rivers-Moore, Driver, Niven, James 
and Mrs. Hughes welcomed the new Year 
7s on their nervous first morning, via the 
Year 10 and 12 ‘cattle markets’ (the gather- 
ing at which students sign up for their 
elective courses), to the day the graduating 
class meets to be awarded certificates and 


The Millennium Concert 1999 


engage in an endless photo call (a relatively 
new innovation that older ex-students 
might not recognise). Sadly it is here that 
we remembered those who are departed: 
most recently, on 19 January 2007, Diana 
Wilson, in a moving but simple ceremony 
in the best Island School tradition. 


When Michelle Hughes asked me what I 


would like to do by way of saying goodbye Abarat the fair (kensed of course!) 
to the school, my answer was that I would 


ask for only one thing: that my last impres- wonderful concerts and drama productions. 
sion would be the sea of faces from floor to the international food fares, the quizzes, the 
lofty ceiling of the wonderful students of staff and student pantos, and the school's 
Island School in their most communal of version of ‘Stars in Their Eves” 

settings, the school hall. | was determined 

that I would walk from that place, out into But like the school’s lessons, it is less 

the car park and away. It was to be my rite obvious that one should mention the more 
of passage as well. I am thankful that I was regular happenings, the speaker's hours, 
given that opportunity on 7 April 2006, parents evenings, examinations and the 
after 95 school terms. general “meet at the back of the hall school 


balcony” chaos. This paragraph is it! 
This anniversary book will bear testament 
N E A SS 
to the great occasions in the Hall, the And there are the assemblies. 


My leaving assembly - 7 April 2006 
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Site Development Island School Style 


| am sure those who study in the school in the first decade of 
the 21st Century would be fascinated to know that: 


e The Library now situated in empty space above the school 
stage (as was) was until 1985 situated in the science block 


Rooms 111-113 are situated where monkeys, cockatoos and 
goats were once fed by Island School students. 


The Graphics Room, now in the Technology suite was once in 
Block 5 (when the subject was called Technical Drawing) 


e The Sports Halliwas always ‘a sports hall’ but was once open 
to the elements, with no sprung floor, bare walls and an ear 
splitting echo 

e The lower Drama Studio was a gym, and the current DT room 
212 was where the old Drama Studio (Arthur Samy Theatre) 
Was situated and that the other Drama Studio was once the 
assembly hall stage. 

e The English as a Second Language room 312 is situated $ A T 
where a covered sports area existed, and was also once 
a sixth form common room. 


The Balcony Conference Room was once the sound 
room. 


The General Purpose/Careers area, under the stage, 
was once a collection of small rooms used for drama 
costumes and book storage. 


Room 231, the computer room, was once a lecture 
theatre and the venue for endless debates, videos and 
movies, parent meetings and even staff meetings. 
Actually the lecture theatre was at one time almost as 
important to the school's ethos as Block 5 playground. 


e The staff resources area was the ESF Head office (when 

ESF was a system of 2-4 schools) Top: The new sports hall 
Above: The Library 2007 

And for those who were educated before the late 1990s, 

the empty space behind the Drama Studio and Design and 

Technology rooms is now a Sixth Form Common Room (and 

can still be described as “the black hole”) and the former 

Rutherford house room is now the Special (or Individual) 

Needs Department. That is Island School site development. See 

a space, use it. Where there is no space, create it = 
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Tim Hoffman, Chairman of the School Council awards the Nicola & Kenneth Scholarship to 
some of the recipients, 2004 
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Part of the text of Kenneth's 
stirring assembly speech, 
19 April 1985 


burden of families seeking to give their 


children the best opportunities. Given the 
passion of Kenneth and Nicola for social 
justice nothing could be more appropriate. 


involved in the struggle for 
rights in Africa and especially 
the anti-Apartheid cause. 
That spring they had brought 
self-made cakes to school 
to sell so that they could 
buy stamps to send parcels 
of clothing to children in 


er 


oa 
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Nineteen years later in a letter to the Chief 
Executive of Hong Kong, Hugh McBride, 
Kenneth's father, wrote; “We believe in 
mercy and forgiveness, and that those who 
understand and regret their evil actions, 
and seek forgiveness, should be forgiven”. 
Thus began a review in Hong Kong of how 
young offenders, guilty of serious crimes, 
might be rehabilitated. This was a measure 
of Hugh and Maggie McBride’s strength 
and humanity, sustained by great faith that 


Kenneth and Nicola had gone to a better 
place. 


arm in a sling, had given an impassioned 
speech on Apartheid in a school assembly. 
The students gave him a tumultuous ovation. 
As we left the Hall I spotted Nicola who 
glowed with pride. At morning break we met 
to tell the debate team the motion for the 
inter-school debate final (“that the Olympic 
movement has failed to live up to the ideals 
of its founders”). We would meet for a brain- 
storm on Sunday night at my apartment. 


And so it was in September 2004 that the 
first of the convicted men, Won Sam-lung, 
who was 15 at the time of the murder, was 
released after over 18 years in prison. As the 
person in Hong Kong with the closest con- 
nection to the events of that day I was asked 
to give television and radio interviews and 


In the aftermath of Kenneth and Nicola's 
deaths a memorial fund was established 
in their name. Since then about 2,000 
underprivileged Sixth Formers have 


received financial assistance to help with 


The Nicola Myers & Kenneth McBride Memorial 
Fund supports less privileged Sixth Formers 
across Hong Kong. Marion Suarez (née McBride) 


and daughter (front centre) with the 2004 
recipients 


to write a piece for the newspaper, giving 
me what I assumed then (but this publica- 
tion was to prove wrong) my last chance 


to pay tribute to those two special young 
people. 


“Remember them at their best” read the 
editorial in the South China Morning Post 
the following weekend. We will remember 


them. And they will remain forever young 
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“We believe in mercy and forgiveness, and that those who understand and 


regret their evil actions, and seek forgiveness, should be forgiven”. 


REMEMBERING KENNETH AND 
NICOLA: FOREVER YOUNG 


Rugby Sevens, March 1985 


- Hugh McBride, 2004 


father of Kenneth McBride (1967-85) 


N people's lives there are always one or 
two events that are stained so indelibly 
in their memories that time does not erase 
them: '9/1I' and JFK” in my lifetime, are 
examples. Memories are often so vivid one 
can remember what people were wearing 
and the exact words of conversations. For 
those at Island School and probably within 
Hong Kong, the weekend of 20-21 April 
1985 was such a time. The combination of 
the words Kenneth and Nicola (or Braemar 
Hill) evoke intense memories. Everyone 
in the school community will remember 
where they were when they heard the news 
that two of our final year students had been 
murdered in the twilight hours of a sultry 


School debating competition on 4 May. 
l was actually at home writing a speech 
for an assembly on the 40th Anniversary 
of the end of World War Two when the 
phone rang. At the end was an incoherent 
Mousumi Roy, who had just relinquished 
her Head Girl role. The first thing I heard 
was something about having to pull out 
of the debate final. Then came the names 
Kenneth and Nicola... “they're dead... 
found them on the hillside... they killed 
them”, followed by a cacophony of sounds 
and emotions. She was with Dvaipayan 
(Bambi) Ghose at a police station. “Please 
come round”; they did. I put the phone 
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A picture that flashed around the world. Nicola and Kenneth 
as we remember them: Nicola's radiant smile and Kenneth's 
quiet intensity 


down and walked out on to the balcony 
and looked up to the Peak and for that 
moment Kenneth and Nicola were my 
children: I was their father. No one who is 
a parent - and I had two children aged six 
and three - could fail but feel that way at 
that moment; a symbiosis borne of every 
parent's greatest dread. 


I called David James to tell him. Tannwen, 
his wife, did not recognise my voice, failed 
to acknowledge it was me. “Murdered!” he 
exclaimed. A few minutes later he called 
back; the police had confirmed that 
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quiz victories, there when we won the Ted 
Wilson cricket trophy for the first time, and 
he was there when in the emotion following 
the death of Kenneth and Nicola, the debate 
team lifted their trophy on that unforget- 
table afternoon, 4 May 1985. 


| last saw him in London in January 1999, 
ata reception for the debaters in the World 


Typhoon Ellen 
September 1983 


Colin Niven's tenure as Principal could not 
have got off to a less auspicious start. He 
actually closed the school on the first day 
of the school year following a direct hit 

by a Number Ten typhoon named Ellen in 
September 1983. He actually gota telling 
off from the Education Department for not 
informing or consulting them. 


Welcome to Hong Kong, Island School and 
government bureaucracy. 


Debating Championship. I should have In recent years he became an ambas- 


known he would be there, in the Locarno 
Room at the Foreign Office, tinkling glasses 
with Princess Anne, where he talked end- 
lessy to the five Island School students who 
were the Hong Kong team on that occasion. 
Like everyone else who ever met him, they 
commented that they felt they had known 
him all their lives. 


sador for Dulwich College as it opened up 
branches in China, using his incomparable D 
public relations gifts, and in 2005 he was 

awarded the OBE for services to British í 
education in China. No man will have worn 
the medal with more pride. | 


| doubt that the adjoining four snaps would 
leave it in much doubt that the decision to 
close was the correct one! 


It is good to see that the destroyed 
trees on Block 5 have now been 
replaced and that the foliage today 
is greater than it was prior to that 
devastating puff of wind and rain. 
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The Senior Management Team: 
Neil Harding, Mike O'Neill, Jane 
. Mercer and Jonty 


the library was better stocked, but Jonty's 
plans to create a field centre did not come 
to fruition; it was found to be beyond 

the school's resources. One significant 
innovation was the establishment of a 
counselling support for students, courtesy 
of the Marriage and Guidance Counselling 
Service. For several years there was a sum- 
mer school led by Stewart Harding. 


Reflecting on Jonty’s years, I think he and 
I would both agree that it was period of 
enormous excitement and debate, and of 
innovation, that pulled Island School into 
the educational currents that were swirling 
in global education at that time. I sense, 
though, some ambivalence in Jonty's own 
retrospective view of the school and of his 
legacy. He thought Island School had the 
makings of a world class institution but had 
failed to really excite the best and brightest 
students to raise their sights. He was, in 
truth, ambivalent about the teaching staff 
who he believed thought themselves “not 
only excellent, but exceptionally excellent”, 
but who could also have raised their sights. 
By his own admission he did not advance 
the cause of curriculum reform as much 

as he would have liked, preferring to stick 
within “a mainline and recognisable cur- 
riculum” for an itinerant school population. 
And for parents we still had a wretched 
school uniform! 


One had the feeling by the early 1980s that 
Jonty had set his own sights on something 
‘higher’ and it came as little surprise, on 
returning from leave in 1982, to hear that 
Jonty had accepted a headship at an English 
public school, Berkhamsted. He slipped 
away considerably more quietly than he had 
arrived. He had advanced Island School, 
but I couldn't help thinking that there 

was an element of promise unfulfilled for 
the school at the turning of the Driver 

era. It was noted in the British press on 


announcement of his acceptance of the post 
at Berkhamsted that he had turned Island 
School into the top sporting school in Hong 
Kong: an interesting but not terribly fair 
summation, to him or the Freemans, of his 
(or their) work at Island School. 


After Berkhamsted, Jonty went on to 
become the Master of Wellington College, 
renowned for producing ‘officers and gentle- 
men’ and rugby blues (and rather more 
infamously, some drug-related expellees). 
He retired in 1999 after a distinguished 
career to concentrate on his other great 
love, writing poetry and novels, the fifth 

of which, ‘Shades of Darkness’, based on 

the transcripts of South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, was received 
with critical acclaim in his former native 
country, which had once imprisoned him, 
banned his work, and to which he had been 
forbidden entry to see his dying brother in 
the terrible years of apartheid obscurantism. 


EVENING 
INSTITUTE 


Jonty today: poet and writer 


To Jonty Driver, “a very English South 
African”, after a life in exile, thank you for 
your significant contribution to the devel- 
opment of Island School and having the 
faith to give me, and others, the encourage- 
ment to develop our professional interests 
and our careers in ways that we might not 
have anticipated when you arrived. You did 
lift our sights (and not just for the purposes 
of a conversation)! Ml 


The Island School Evening Institute is one of 
those features of Island School, like the Zoo, 
that is now sadly forgotten after many years 
in which it played a major part in the life and 
status of the school. Its first principal was 


Richard Abrahall, a real ideas man. Through the 1980s and into the 1990s there were more 
‘students’ enrolled at the ISEI than at the school. Most popular were the courses in the new 
world of computers, and in Cantonese and Mandarin but also in such areas as Photography, 
Jazz Dancing, Traditional Chinese Medicine (taught by my wife, Melanie) and Journalism 
among many others. | had my arm twisted in 1982 to offer a modern history course, which in 
1983 became an O' level course, and in 1984 an A’ Level course. Among the first cohort to take 
the A’ Level was Tannwen, wife of David James, who got an A (which is more than Dave and | 
achieved)). In time A’ level History classes were to attract over 30 students a course, that was 
until ‘modules’ and ‘coursework’ spelt the end of that lucrative experiment! | then reverted 
to a course entitled ‘History Behind the Headlines‘. In time my courses went the way of the 
Evening Institute. Numbers began to fall as new centres, like the YWCA down the hill, better 
served by public transport, stole our market. But it was a noble experiment and owed much 
to the work of administrators who found teachers, advertised courses and enrolled students: 
Anne Abrahall, Pat Harvey, Rosie Massingham, the née McDonalds (Fiona and Mairi), Helen 


Plumbly and Gayle Gill. The Island School Evening Institute finally closed for business in the 


year of SARS, 2003, after nearly quarter of a century of great work. 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 


Val Martin and Nicky 


Alex Mewa and Matty 


ANIMAL LOVERS CORNER: 
THE ISLAND SCHOOL ZOO 


OR current generations of Islanders it 

would difficult to imagine that, in its 
crowded environment, Island School for a 
decade an a half housed a zoo. It was situ- 
ated where Rooms 111-113 are now located, 
just above the stone steps, then known 
naturally as ‘the zoo steps’. 


The zoo officially opened in April 1975, 
though the tradition of keeping animals 
dated back to the days of the old school 
building. It was the product of the zeal of 
Mike Taylor, Pam Maylett, Val Martin, 
Eileen Davidson and Pete Howe, among 
the staff, and Mr. and Mrs. Neville White, 
animal lovers and parents, who donated 
money to the building of the zoo. Pete 
Howe with an army of student helpers 
actually built the hexagon and terrapin 
pool, and the zoo was run through a daily 
activity session in which youngsters would 
feed the animals, and keep the area clean. 
This was also a favored activity for staff 
running Friday and Saturday detentions! To 
meet the running costs there was for a time 
a zoo fair, the inaugural one being opened 
by comedian Tommy Trinder. 


The keeping of animals - goats and gib- 
bons, snakes and bushbables, cockatoos 


Lilian Guttinger and Bridget 


and terrapins - was not without its dangers 
and distractions. The lovelorn gibbon 
would regularly disturb science lessons 
with its loud whoopings, while animal 
bites were a regular occurrence. Nicky 

the monkey tore a chunk out of the hand 
that fed it, that of Pete Howe, who was Hot 
amused when a police officer asked him to 


Keiko Morimoto and Cheeky 


complete a report form with the \ ded 
hand. To add to Pete’s woes he returned 
from hospital to put out a fire in the zoo 
building, after which the police attempted 
to arrest Nicky on a charge of arson! 


Human hair was often too much of a 
temptation for the animals: Mike Taylor's 
was eaten by the gibbon, while a parent, 
Mrs. Josse, suffered the indignity of losing 
hers to Bridget the monkey (Mrs. Josse's 
coiffured hair was in fact a wig). Chris the 
cockatoo became such a menace with his 
incessant pecking of his handlers, he was 
deported to Singapore! Others sadly suc- 
cumbed. Baby the sole iguana caught pneu- 
monia after refusing to stay indoors in the 
cool damp season. On another occasion, 

a school fair weekend, some villains (who 
were heard plotting at the fair but never 
seen again) entered the zoo and strangled 
the geese. One unintended consequence 
of the zoo was an increase in the popula- 
tion of rats who fed off the remains of the 
animals’ food — that was until a mongoose 
Was requisitioned to take care of that threat 
to public health! 


With the animals aging and dying, and 
With the more zealous animal lovers on 
the staff leaving, not to mention the need 
for more teaching space, the zoo closed in 
€t990. It is barely remembered today but it 
Was for many years a significant aspect of 
the life of the school, giving many students 
and a few staff hours of pleasure. B 


_ FIRST IMPRESSIONS 


With Richard Lewis and 
Diana Huddleston at Beefy's, 
Christmas 1974 


the swimmers (Fiona McDonald, David 
Luxton and Robert Alderton), the young 
ladies Jocelyn Baldwin, Alison Raymont, 
Georgia Taylor, Linda Zirinsky and Anna 
Lambert-Davies; the Eurasians Shirley 
Dirkin, Lucy Van Roosbroeck and Marjorie 
Farkas (a unique mix of Hungarian Jewish 
and Korean), and the young gentlemen 
Robert Dewar, Haresh Sakhrani and 
Malcolm McKeon. A contrast to a typical 
21st Century class will be immediately 
obvious - there were no Chinese children. 
Most were British expatriate, sons and 
daughters of civil servants or business 
people. They came from all over Hong 
Kong Island in 1974 - now they are all 
over the world. Some remain friends and 
acquaintances as they move towards their 
fiftieth year. How quickly they have caught 
up with me. 


The professional culture was ‘relaxed’. 
Coming from a UK school where ties were 
mandatory for men, and dresses or skirts 


for women teachers, it was initially startling 
to see staff in shorts and T-shirts (including 


sloganed ones), flip fops, denims and, at 
the more formal end, safari suits. It was 


Staff student relations were ‘relaxed’: Richard Abrahall and Lower Sixth Economists enjoy some 


laid back relaxation, summer 1974 


functional; the lack of air-conditioning 
required it to an extent. Staff-student 
relations were equally informal. It was not 
unusual to see groups of staff and senior 
students enjoying an evening together in 

a bar and recall several such evenings 

at Beefy's in Tsim Sha Tsui with Richard 
Abrahall and the Upper Sixth Economists. 
I was reflecting with Richard in March 
2007 about his 23 visits to Wu Kai Sha, 
most of which took place in the Seventies, 
and not just for the annual Form 2 camp 
but spontaneous departmental or House 
weekends away: weekends characterised by 
singing, BBQs and night Swimming and 
all lubricated with a liberal leav 
alcohol. 


ening of 
We also reflected on how the teachin 
culture has changed globally since qum 
relaxed ‘sub-sixties’ days. (It is difficult 
to describe the 1970s as anything othe 
than a less idealistic, more hedonistic ; 


version of the permissive 1960s.) There 
were lower expectations of professionalism, 
less accountability, a greater propensity to 
take chances. ‘Health and safety and risk 
assessment’ were a generation away, as 
were the prospects of litigation by dissatis- 
fied ‘clients’. While we recalled those days 
with fondness, we both accepted that such 
a culture could not be sustained. On the 
other hand, it is remarkable how aspects of 
those days linger on, and only in 2007 (a 
decade and a half after the introduction of 
full air-conditioning) has the issue of a staff 


dress code been put on the ESF professional 
agenda. M 
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The Island School staff June 1973 


Immediate Expansion 


No sooner had the new school building 
come into use than it was already too small! 
A decision was made to add a floor to the 
science and technology blocks, levels 16 
and 25: additional laboratory space, art 
rooms and a plastics workshop. No sooner 
had these rooms been added than it was 
recognised that there was a need for an 
entirely new school! 


In 1976 it was decided to open a second 
secondary school to serve the south side of 
the island, under our Senior Master Mike 
Taylor, with Senior Mistress Evie Twitchett 
and Head of Geography Keith Garner as 
his deputies. In 1977 Mike and his team 

of six opened a new Form 1 in a rather 
unoriginally named South Island School 
(SIS) on our already overcrowded premises 
In a recent South Island School prize giving 
speech I surprised the audience by saying 
that I was the longest serving South Island 
School teacher present, having taught one 
of those classes in 1977-8, One member of 
the audience, now a SIS parent, introduced 


herself to me after the assembly as one of 
the youngsters in that class that year. 


In 1978 South Island School transferred to 
another building in Causeway Bay that had 
been vacated by the new Bradbury (formerly 
Causeway Bay) School The great ESF expan- 
sion which took the schools into double 
figures by the early 1980s, was getting under 


way. Geoff Speak was a very busy man! Bi 


The original South island School staff. 
L to R: Tim Hardingham, Alan Honeyman, 
Pat Willis, Chris Philips, Keith Garner, Evie 
Twitchett, Mike Taylor 


1973: ‘The Move’ 


Though the science and technolo 
were in use during the 1972-3 school year 
the final vacating of the old building took 
place in the summer of 1973. ‘The move’ 
figures prominently in the memories of 
all who were at the school at the time. 
There was to be no removal companies 
employed; the school had cheap labour at 
its disposal in the form of a few hundred 
students: “student pack horses” as Ronald 
called them, directed by taskmaster 
Neil Harding. Neil was in his element in 
all things organisational and logistical. 
The move was made in just a couple of 
days. The new Island School was formally 
opened by John Marden in April 1974. 


gy blocks 


THE EARLY YEARS 


1973: ‘The Move’ 
Though the science and technology blocks 
were in use during the 1972-3 school year 
the final vacating of the old building took 
place in the summer of 1973. The move’ 
figures prominently in the memories of 

all who were at the school at the time. 
There was to be no removal companies 
employed; the school had cheap labour at 
its disposal in the form of a few hundred 
students: “student pack horses” as Ronald 
called them, directed by taskmaster 

Neil Harding. Neil was in his element in 

all things organisational and logistical. 

The move was made in just a couple of 
days. The new Island School was formally 
opened by John Marden in April 1974. 


John Marden formally opens th EE 

BES ioo building nn of Form 1 students were advised by Neil 
Harding that schooling may be reduced 
to four days a week but through various 
sleights of hand with the timetable this was 
unnecessary. Eventually, the first blocks: 
rose to three floors and ‘the move’ began. 


Geoff Speak’s health collar 
strain of managing a new 
a school that was already 


sition of Principal to concentrate full time 
on managing the Foundation. Neil Harding 
took over as Acting Principal until Ronald 
Rivers-Moore arrived to become Principal 
in January 1972. 


On 18th June 1972 occurred one of those 
extraordinary events that punctuate the 
history of Island School. After days of 
heavy rain a block of flats at 51 Conduit 
Road (100 metres from the staff quarters 

at number 41) slid down the hillside and 
destroyed buildings in its path in Kotewall 
Road, killing 67 people. Mercifully no 
Island School student was killed; many peo- 
ple, especially children, had been evacuated 
because of fears of landslides in the area. 
One future parent, Henry Litton QC, was 
one of those dug from the wreckage alive, 

It was a traumatised school that ended the 
1971-2 school year, 
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Richard: Abrahall, to whom geni erations 


of those educated in the ‘disma 


of Economics are indebted, still consi¢ 


ers those e arly years to be the best of his 


I Iarding, Chris Murray, Marion John (née 
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appointe a b Geoff TM His memories 


focus most on teaching in the ‘old build 


room that no one other tha: 
could find 


fh 


— ie a c sense of can 
among its teachers and relaxed r 
tions with students. Like other te: 
Richard arrived as a non-spec 
ofall Trades master of none’ m 
taught t Geography, History and Eco 
which was to become his specialism. 
recently recalled over 20 visits wi 
dents to Wu Kwai Sha, a school 
school, in the Seventies, a traditi 
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THE EARLY YEARS 


Right: Christine Loh and friends 
1973 


Below: Mo Mueller in the new 
school Sixth Form Common 
Room 1973 


There was the uniform (the ring pull zips 
and the burgundy tie), the first Nepal 

trek in December 1972, the Wu Kwai Sha 
retreats, and the move into the new school. 
They bubbled about the teachers. Trudi 
recalled her crush on John Willett (“he 
was so handsome and inspirational”) while 
Robert and James remembered the neck 
lines of Pam Fleury and Jan White! They 
liked the relaxed staff - student relation- 
ships which included evenings outin 

clubs and teachers’ homes, with aperitifs 
and smoking permitted. They were all 
terrified of Harding Sr. (until he actually 
taught them and they realised he was as 


soft as blancmange), and remembered that 
Harding Jr had hair! 


The school cricketteam 1973-74 


Most of all they remembered each other, 
the loves and hates. Robert Whitehead 
recalled his secret ardour for Marilyn and 
was over the moon when she described him 
as ‘obnoxious’ (that was until he looked up 
the meaning in a dictionary) and everyone 
remembered the day when a tearful shot 
putt champion Christine Loh laid out 
Karate king, obnoxious Robert with an 
upper cut to the chin after he had set fire to 
her hair with a Zippo lighter. 


Some were luckier than Robert. Gillian 
McKay married her Robert, a Luxton 
(there were three Island School Luxtons 
but Robert was actually a former KGV 
student). Melle Lovatt dated Mike Scalles 


and today they are husband of wife of thirty m 


years. Some years after they both left Island 
School Rod Cooper was to marry Emily 
Van Kretschmar, both from Einstein but in 
rather different capacities! 


I conclude this chapter with the extraor- 
dinary story of student 72213, Milan 
Greenhalgh, Melle Lovatt's best friend. 
Not only did Milan marry fellow student 
Mike Jones but she gave meaning to the 


expression "there at the 
birth". Milan was born 
in Island School, in the 
maternity wing of the 
old British Military 
Hospital, in the room 
that eventually be- 


Milan Greenhalgh: ame her form room. 


thereat the birth So a toast to Milan 


Greenhalgh-Jones, product of Island School 
in every way, and founding member of the 
great Island School Marriage Bureau (about 
which more later). 


To the ‘Gang of Four’ (Mil, Melle, Mike and 
Mike) and the rest, thanks for allowing me 
to enter the world of the unique class of "+ 


Mike and Milan Jones: then and now 


wo rk not 


And what did they remember? For Robertit choice (“I want to dom ; 
was travelling to school during the riots of needlework” - and she did!). 
1967 ina bus with windows covered in wire 

mesh to keep out projectiles. For James it Mo remembered that assemblies includ- 
was standing on the balcony of the old build- ed some Anglican prayers. I was sur- 

ing and looking over the harbour (there was prised at that, but why should I have been, 
no Pacific Place to block the view in those given the Principal was a Reverend! Jews, 
days) to see the Vietnam-bound American Catholics and Moslems were permitted to 


Lovatt) it was the sexist rules about subject 


4 You zur ber 25.25 with pom - = 
Stim ick Se sn pay Dus pur isimini iome we 


when a car she was 


Above and right: 4 Nansen 1970 at 
a social in the home of Mrs. Beryl 


Fairley 
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“50 going on 15” 


Two had become politicos themselves: 
Richard Harris had been within weeks 
of participating as a Tory candidate in 
the Blair landslide election of 1997, but 
presciently pulled out. Christine Loh was 
an elected legislator and “Hong Kong's 
most popular politician” after the 
handover. Some were the sons and 
daughters of civil servants who 
lived on the Peak; members of 
the Ladies Recreation Club, the 
‘nursery of our great swimming 


immin 
(James and Taryn) were from a swimming 


family, while Mo Mueller was a serial 
school record holder and winner of three 
successive cross harbour swims. And they 
recalled the others: Andre and brother 
Pierre Steynberg (Asian games), Mairi 
and Fiona McDonald (Commonwealth 
Games), and the first 
of the Olympians, 
Mark Crocker. Mark 
was literally next 
door to the greatest 
tragedy in the history 
of the Games when a 
hooded Palestinian 
gunman appeared on 
the balcony next to his at Munich in 1972, 
launching a chain of events that led to the 
murder of eleven Israeli athletes. Mark’s 
response apparently was to suggest that the 
Hong Kong pistol shooting contestant take 
out the hoodie’. 


Andre Steynberg 


Jimmy Masters and Indra Narain were part 
of Island School’s most stable community, 
those from the Indian subcontinent, some 
of Hong Kong's oldest families. The Indian 


century. Mo's grandfather, a German Jew, 
left Germany after World War One and 
arrived in Shanghai via Stalin's Russia 
where he met his first wife. The family 
arrived in Hong Kong in 1948 like many 
other emigres of German, Russian, Jewish 
and Indian descent to turn this city into the 
extraordinary place it has becor iving 
Shanghai to the tender mercies > and 
the Gang of Four. 


Trudi Longley (née Allan), like : 
Aldertons, was a Eurasian whc n 
brother came to haunt me as Head of 
Vinci in the early 1980s (sorry Hugh!), and 
whose daughter Imogen was on sı 
mein my last moments as an Island School 
teacher in April 2006. 


Joan George who was from a Portuguese- 
Irish family, was one of about fifteen 
original students who were known as the 
“Taikoo Bunch", from families of mainly 
Scottish descent — engineers, ships plumb- 
ers and carpenters from Port Glasgow on 
the Clyde - who worked for Swire at the 
Taikoo dockyard. Joan recalls that they 


triumphs in the 1970s. community is now cross generational; were a rowdy bunch and the source of most 
Jimmy’s daughter Tanya was, at that time, misbehaviour; not perhaps the equivalent 


It was remarkable how much Head Girl. 
swimming figured in the lives of 


that generation: the Aldertons 


of the ‘projects’ kids in a respectable US 
school, but rougher diamonds than the 


Byron Ting and Louis Tan were Chinese more refined Peak types. 


students who managed, along with 
Christine Loh (who was not then a 


Subash Gopi 
16 


` Above: Melle Lovatt and her Cantonese speaker), to gain access to an 
examination entry English Language school in spite of the 
| DUE = Crp EE apartheid of the then education system 
assumed that certain subjects Loui 
| assumed ce ouis was the son of the Burmese Consul 
| General, areminder ofhow Island School 
Mo : three- has also served the consular community in 
Be een Hong Kong. 
champion 
Mo Mueller was a representative of another 
element of the Island School community 
atth i 1 E 
al time, those from families of exiles, Byron ison Allan and 
| refugees from the horrors of the last Soo 
| 
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THE FIRST GENERATION 
19671974) 


The Ultimate Reunion: the 
generation who began in Form 
One in 1967 reunited in Lan 
Kwai Fong, March 2007. 

Back Lto R: Indra Narain, Louis 
Tan, Jimmy Master, Trudi Allan, 
Byron Ting, Marilyn Lobo, 
Melle Lovatt, Taryn Alderton, 
Mo Mueller; 

Frontrow L to R: James 
Alderton, Joan George, 
Christine Loh, Richard Harris, 
Nicola Blaxall-Slater, Robert 
Whitehead 

Maiden names only) 


e at Island School as the first 
cohort, who joined in Form 1 and 


graduated from the Upper Sixth, departed. 


They were just names to me, though their 
younger siblings were dotted through my 
classes, as later were their children. In 
writing a personal history of the school 


my biggest handicap is not having been 
there at the birth or among those students 
who were. My quest to explore the world 
of the first generation came to a conclusion 
when about ten percent of the first Form 

I congregated at Maharani's in Lan Kwai 
Fong during Rugby Sevens week, 2007. 


I discovered that night the secret of eternal 
youth. Throw a group of 50 year old former 
schoolmates together for four hours and 
they are transformed into giggling, shriek- 
ing fifteen year olds. They looked at photos, 
read out reports, remembered friends (they 
always remembered their Houses) and 
teachers. I was an interloper, the teacher 
they never knew, and perhaps not unsur- 
prisingly some of them raised their hand 
when they wanted to speak! What a night 
it was. I left with a profound sense of what 
it was like in those distant days. Plus ce 
change, plus ce le meme chose - the more 
things change the more they stay the same- 


There were Eurasians, Macanese, three 
Chinese (which was disproportionate but 
hardly surprising since we are in Hong 
Kong), two Indians (about proportional) 
and a smattering of gweilos. One thing 
struck me immediately: unlike today's 
students, many of whose accents are 'mid- 
Atlantic’, they mostly had ‘posh’ English 
accents, even if, like Maureen (Mo) Mueller, 
they were German. 


I was reminded how much in those days 

we catered to 'the ruling class. Marilyn 
Simons (nee Lobo) was the eighth of Sir 
Roger Lobo's ten children. Sir Roger was 

a legislative councilor who had moved the 
Lobo Resolution, claiming that the future of 
Hong Kong after 1997 was an issue for the 
Hong Kong people and as such fell under 
the purview of Legco. Robert Whitehead s 
stepfather Brook Bernnachi was a chairman 
of the Urban Council, as was Nicola Blaxall- 


Slater's father in law, Gerry Forseate. 
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Vietnam War = who was interned there 

in the early 1930s while awaiting a deci- 
sion by a local judge on an extradition 
request from France (the colonial ruler 

of Vietnam), which was subsequently 
turned down. The British authorities told 
Ho to leave Hong Kong rather than risk 

a diplomatic incident. When war broke 
out after Pearl Harbor in December 1941 
the hospital was inundated with wounded 
British and Canadian soldiers and received 
two direct bomb strikes from the invad- 
ing Japanese", who after the surrender of 
Hong Kong on Christmas Day, committed 
atrocities against wounded in-patients. 
The Japanese ceased to use it as a military 
hospital (though ironically used the King 


George V School building for this purpose). 


It returned to use as a hospital after the war 
but closed when a new BMH was built in 
Kowloon. 


It seemed for a time in the 1970s that 
the old building would go the way of so 
many other old buildings in Hong Kong, 


INNE 


and was actually being torn down when a 
staying order was imposed. The old build- 
ing remains shorn of one wing (which is 
recognisable from Borrett Road almost 
Opposite the ‘wooden steps and as a listed 
building has continued to house non-profit 
making organisations like Watchdog, the 
Jewish Carmel School and for a couple 

Of years in the early 1990s, the new West 
Island School. m 


* Ho Chi Minh: A Life, William J Duiker, 
Theia Books, 2000 p.205. 

™ Not the Slightest Chance: The Defence of 
Hong Kong, 1941, Tony Banham, HKUP. 


NEW SCHOOL 
OLD BUILDING 


CrINHE Old Building’ has a special place 
in the history of the school e lly 
for those who taught and were taught 
there. The former British: Military Hospital 
(BMH) was a warren of corrid 
ceilinged rooms, in a building nisterec 
by the army until June 1967. rees 
the building was in a semi-derelict state, 
and filthy. It was described by the senior 
wanazi officer as unfit it for ‘uman “abita- 


haunted by ghosts (which was small wonder 


Beryl Fairley, dema sembl 3 the horrors seen there during 
be called off because Kë “walls have m World War Two), and was not to be used 
green”! as a classroom! There was nowhere for PE, 
so Nigel Ireland conducted his lessons on 
While the largest of the former hospital the newly constructed extension of Borrett 
wards were used as standard classrooms, Road that was free in those days from traf- 
the former surgery sufficed for woodwork. fic. Improvisation was the order of the day 
Some of the structures would not pass in those early years. 
health and safety checks in the current 
age of risk aversion. One boy actually The Hospital was built in 1908, when 
fell through the floor of one classroom, Florence Nightingale still supe rintended the 
which turned out to be the ceiling of the building of colonial hospitals, in the brief 
surgery/woodwork room, He escaped reign of King Edward VIL and it long bore 
without injury. The mortuary, which lay the insignia ERI (Edward Rex Imperator), 
between the main hospital building and Among its more famous inmates was the 
Bowen Road, adjacent to the balustrades Vietnam nationalist revolutionary bo Chi 
of the ramp up which students today still Minh - later “father of modern Vietnam" 


approach the school, was believed to be and the nemesis of the USA during the 
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1967: Birth 
A soothsayer might be forgiven for 


thinking that any school coming to 
life under such circumstances would be no 
ordinary school. As one departing teacher 
observed three decades later, a school born 
in such times would be bound to have a 
dramatic history and surmised that the 
new Island School “must have been touched 
with a shaft of light from the heavens, 
bringing it both the greatest of glories and 
the greatest of tragedies”. 


Island School opened its doors to 237 
students (136 in Form 1, the rest in Forms 
2 and 3) and 12 teachers on 19 September 
1967. Its survival (and indeed its whole 
raison d étre) was in doubt. That month, 
the Chinese authorities failed to respond 
to requests for additional supplies of water 
as reservoirs literally reached rock bottom, 
and water was rationed to four hours every 
fourth day. Foreign companies were recall- 
ing employees. The prospect of a still birth 
could not be ruled out. 


By October, political pressures on Hong 
Kong were easing. The water flowed and 


p- 


Arriving for school 


propaganda abated. But as the political 
crisis waned, a financial crisis waxed. 
Prime Minister Harold Wilson devalued 
sterling in November and the staff were 
faced with the immediate prospect, eventu- 
ally unrealised, of a salary cut. (It had been 
decided to base teacher salaries on the UK 
teacher Burnham scales with a top up to 
entice talented staff to what could only be 
regarded at the time as a hardship posting.) 


The most pressing issues were nuts and 
bolts practicalities: how do you teach 
woodwork with no woodwork teacher? The 
principal did it, and along with his First 
Form class produced many a book shelf 

for the new school! Geography anyone? “1 
studied it at A’ Level" said Rosie Poland the 
PE teacher. Done! The music teacher Beryl 
Fairley taught Art. When, a year later, the 
school introduced O” Levels, Economics 
was vouchsafed to languages teacher Tony 
Webb, one of many polymath teachers with 
qualifications that stretched across several 
subjects, Tony had graduated in a Business 


Languages course (having earlier, it turned 
out, attended the same grammar school as 
me in the East End of London). 


From this uncertain beginning came great 
glories. El 


ee nn e a E E be Sep > 


asked whether the new school could open 
in temporary accommodation in September 
1967. With trepidation Geoff said “yes” 
and relinquished his position as Head of 
St. Paul's to become Island School’s and 
the ESF's first employee. (The second was 
Sally Robertson the school secretary.) The 
government offered the 60-year old former 
British Military Hospital in Bowen Road 
as temporary accommodation. It would be 
big enough for the 200 or so children who 
would populate its initial classes. 


But the putative new school at Wong Nai 
Chung was not to be, falling victim to one 
of Hong Kongs periodic nervous break- 
downs when, following the raising of the 
Star Ferry fares from five to ten cents in 
1966, civil disturbances spread through 
Hong Kong, fanned from the mainland 
which was undergoing the turmoil ofthe 


The site ofthe new school from the Peak, in 1967 


Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. It 
was at this time that ‘patriotic’ elements 

in Hong Kong adorned Government 

House and other public buildings with 
Mao's favoured Big Character Posters and 
shed patriotic blood (liberally mixed with 
tomato ketchup) at the hands of ‘reactionary, 
colonial running dogs’ aka the Royal Hong 
Kong Police Force. The ‘riots’ were at their 
height in the summer of 1967. The Chinese 
authorities would periodically cut off Hong 
Kong's water supply and fears abounded 
that Hong Kong was about to be seized. 
International confidence in Hong Kong 
collapsed, along with property prices, all 
because of what the government later admit- 
ted, was a little local disturbance — initiated 
by communists — with little or no support in 
the community. Not for the last time Hong 
Kong retained its business as usual pragma- 
tism in times of chaos, but with the state of 
the property market, plans for infrastruc- 
tural developments like the one at Wong Nai 
Chung Gap were put on hold. 


When Geoff Speak traveled to London to 
appoint the first cohort of teaching staff, he 
could little have realised that by the time 
the appointments were confirmed, the 
colony would be in the throes of a major 
crisis that threatened to abort the birth of 
the new Island School. Geoff feared that the 
adverse publicity would deter appointees 
from showing up for work But no one 
stood down. And all arrived in time for the 
start of the school year, though the head of 
Maths, Neil Harding s, journey from Kai 
Tak airport to the Island was delaved when 
the vehicular ferry concourse was cordoned 
of with a notice "Danger: Unexploded 
Bomb". Welcome to Hong Kong. 


To add to this, the army failed to meet its 
deadline for vacating the military hospital 
and it was not available until June, leaving 
only a few weeks in which to convert a 
decaying, dirty old building into a school, 
delaying the opening by one week. It had 
been due to open on 12th September 1967. 
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It was decided in 1967 to open the new island School in the British Military Hospital 
in Borrett Road 


1966-1967 Gestation in 
Times of Trouble 
UCH thought was given by the 


M LegCo Working Party to arrange- 
ments for opening a new secondary school 
on the Island. Christopher (Kit) Haffner, 
the architect, was making sketch plans 
for a new school in Wong Nai Chung 
Gap Road (the present site of French 
International School). Plans were under- 
way for geotechnical and infrastructural 
improvements in that area. Meanwhile a 
major fundraising campaign was under- 
way under the leadership of John Brown 
of Swires, who was a member of both 

rhe Executive and Legislative Councils. 
The campaign was to last six years, until 
the new school building opened, with an 
exhausting series of encounters with the 
government on what their share would be 
of the building costs. 


Special mention should be made of John 
and Anne Marden whose contributions 


in time, energy and funds allowed both 
Island and South Island Schools to enjoy 
among other things swimming pools, and 
who will long be remembered through the 
plaque at Island School that commemorates 
the opening of the new school building in 
April 1974, and by the naming of one of 
South Island School's seven houses, Marden 
House, in 2002. John will probably be best 
remembered though for his christening of 
the Island School pool when he dived in 
fully clothed and removed his suit under- 
water to reveal a Victorian bathing costume 
underneath! Both John and Anne served 
the ESF Executive Committee with dis- 
tinction; and Anne remains a Foundation 
member as the governing body approaches 
its imminent demise (to be replaced by a 
new more modern Board of Governors). 


The projected new school at Wong Nai 


eeng Sonn Chema Maening Pue 


uU = 
John Marden's famous swim on the opening of 
the school pool 


Chung Gap soon became known, for con- 
venience, as ‘the Island school, so it came as 
little surprise that this school for children 
on the Island should become officially 
Island School. In 1966 Geoff Speak was in- 
vited to be the school's head and to preside 
over its birth. In early 1967 the government, 
concerned that the overcrowding at KGV 
might continue for several more years, 
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Teenagers were required to set out at the crack of dawn to 
travel by bus and ferry (and bus again) to KGV. Pressure for 
school places was intense and the school wildly overcrowded 


with classes of 44. 


ORIGINS 


King George V School (KGV) was the only 
secondary school for English speaking 
youngsters. While younger children on 

the Island attended government primary 
schools at the Peak, Glenealy and Kennedy 
Road, teenagers were required lo set out al 
the crack of dawn to travel by bus and ferry 
(and bus again) to KGV. Pressure for school 
places was intense and the school wildly 
overcrowded with classes of 44. 


Education was in turmoil in 1962; lack of 
school places meant that many Chinese 
1962-1966: Conception children did not attend school at all, and 
N 1962 the British Crown Colony of 
Hong Kong was a city of less than 3 
million souls extending from the Kowloon 
Hills to Stanley Fort. The New Territories 
was rural and Sha Tin a village. The Cross 
Harbour Tunnel was a decade away and the 
Mass Transit Railway nearly two decades 
away. lt was a third world city of extremes 
of shanty towns, sampans and housing 
projects; and of expensive clubs, pink Rolls 
Rowces and the expatriate exclusivity of 
the Peak. Jt was still a city of refugees, and 
every day ‘illegals’ dimbed, crawled or 
swam from the austerity of Mao's China to 
the ‘gold paved streets’ of this growing city 


Hong Kong Island in the mid 1960s 


Among the expatriate population. a quiet 
social revolution was unfolding Jet planes 
were only just beginning to shrink the 
world, and while it may still have taken 
up to three days to fly from London to 
Hong Kong by the old propeller Britannia 
aircraft, the days of long sea voyages were 
disappearing. Children were no longer 
packed aff to boarding schools in large 
numbers. lo see their parents once a year 
(if they were lucky, but Irsed with their 
parents in the gweiio ghertos of Mid Levels, 
the Peak. Repuise Bay and Kowloon Tong 


while the clamour from expatriates for 
more school places was deafening, po 
litical sensitivities made the expansion of 
expatriate education a ‘hot potato’. In time 
honoured fashion the future of English 
education in Hong Kong was handed to a 
committee, who reported that there was 
indeed a need for a new secondary school 
on the Island (and a new primary school in 
Kowloon - eventually Beacon Hill School) 


How was such a school to be funded? Was 
it to be a private school (a private board- 

ing school was considered) or government 
funded? In those days only about one fifth 


The Reverend Geoffrey Speak, 
founder of Island School and 
the English Schools Foundation 
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of Hong Kong's children were educated in 
government schools. Most schools were 
private or 'aided' (mainly the church spon- 
sored schools). An Education Commission 
was established - it still exists today — to 
recommend on the provision of ‘universal 
education’ (suitably cost and tax efficient 

of course). The commission concluded its 
work in 1963 with the landmark Marsh- 
Simpson Report, which recommended that 
the expansion of schools be through the 
aided sector rather than through direct 
government control. True to form, the 
government consigned these recommenda- 
tions to another Working Party, set up by 
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King George V School was overcrowded, with dasses of 44 


the Legislative Council which met weekly 
through all of 1964 and on into 1965. On 
the Working Party sat the principal of 

St. Paul's College, the Reverend Geoffrey 
Speak 


In 1965 the group produced its White 
Paper on Educational Policy. Within its 
voluminous pages lay the birth of Island 
School and the English Schools Foundation 
(ESF). While accepting that all teachers 

in the local and aided sectors should be 
paid equally, it was understood that any 
expansion in English education would 
incur additional costs because of the need 
to employ expatriate teachers, and that 

any shortíall would be made up through 
parents fees. Out of this conundrum came 
concepts that were to reappear with force at 
the turn of the century: ‘subvention’, ‘parity 
of subsidy’, ‘code of aid”. ESF schools would 
receive government funding (a sabven- 
tion) but on terms no more generous than 
those in the other aided schools (parity of 
subsidy), and subject to regulations (a cade 
of aid) to ensure that public money was 
used responsibly. The management of the 
new English schools would be handed wa 
‘rust’ consisting of parents’ representatives, 
local businesses, and representatives of 
the English community and Hong Kong s 
churches. The place of religious orders in 
the development of Hong Kongs educa: 


tion was profound: the names of the great 
Anglo-Chinese schools, with its pantheon 
of Saints, Diocesans and Brotherhoods, 
bear witness to this, and it was assumed, 
back in the mid-1960s, that it would be the 
same with English schools. 


The trust became a foundation set up to 
receive funds for the management of a new 
sector in the government's portfolio of 
aided schools, and this was enshrined in 
an Ordinance which secured support from 
the Legislative Council Nearly 40 years 
later, as the Secretary of Education and 


in a series of lobbying events, of the origins 
of the Foundation and asserted that its 
Creator, the government, could not wish us 
away. By this time, the ESF was meeting 

a whole range of needs never anticipated 
by the government in 1965 and the British 
Crown Colony had, seven years earlier, 
been consigned to the dustbin of history. 
So it was good to remind everyone that as 
the Ordinance said, the ESF was set up to 
"provide a liberal education in the medium 
of English, education for boys and girls who 
will benefit from it". 


| thank the English Schools Foundation 
whose history this also is in some measure 
Without this great but much maligned 
institution there would be no Island School 
as we know it On a personal level | thank 
the ESF from the bottom of mv heart for 
educating my children, providing me with 
a career and lifestyle the likes of which I 
could not have dreamed of when I became 
a teacher in 1971, and for their part in 


creating this great school 


Most of all | thank the readers. You will all 
have participated in the making of 

Island School, a community that tran 
scends time and will one dav, | am sure, 
transcend place. | am sure we all also agree 
that in its colourful mix of cultures, cur 
riculum, cramped environment, and in its 
commitment, care and glorious chaos, this 
ts indeed No Ordinary School 


Lor the journey 


Chris Forse 


A nate on terminology 

l apologise if the numbers of Forms or Years 
suddenly change midway through the text 
hand School went the way of Britain in 
1990 in changing from Forms (1 through 5 
and on to Lower and Upper Sixth), to Years 
(7.13) to reflect the continuity of primary 
and secondary education. | decided to stick 
wich the names that those present at the 
Ume will best understand. | change from 
Forms to Years in c1990 
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A MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRINCIPAL 


Tisa pleasure, as the current Principal, to offer my birthday greetings ko lamas! 
I as she celebrates her fortieth year. I gladly took on the stewardship of this 
incredible school in August 2005. I was honoured to follow in the footsteps of five 
remarkable men - Geoffrey Speak, Ronald Rivers-Moore, Jonty Driver, Colin Niven 
and David James, but also proud to be the first permanent woman Principal. On the 
day that I was offered the position I was running Speaker's Hour in my then role 
as Deputy Principal and Head of Sixth Form. I told the Sixth Form that it was the 
best day of my professional life and despite the ups and downs of our Island School 
family life, I continue to marvel at the energy and spirit of this extraordinary place. 
After 25 years as a teacher | now have the best job in the world, in the best school 
in the world. I have taught in many schools in those 25 years and agree with Chris 
Patten's judgment that Island School is “in the Premiership league”! 


It is a school filled with extraordinary staff and students. I have never worked 

with such an inspiring group of colleagues who dedicate themselves to enhancing 
the educational experiences of their students on a daily basis. I know that the 

staff today follow a legendary line of teachers before them, and many of them are 
acknowledged in Chris Forse's memories within these pages. Chris has written this 
book as a gift to the Island School Trust. It is a birthday present well worth having 
and one we thank him greatly for. 


It is my pleasure to be able to add a small ‘chapter’ on Chris at the beginning of 
this story. Chris was a part of Island School for 32 years and made a tremendous 
contribution to the life of the school. He was an inspirational History teacher, 
coach, and Hong Kong representative in areas as diverse as cricket and debating, 
and founder and chairman of the Model United Nations in Hong Kong. He was a 
valued colleague and an exceptional Deputy Principal. In 2004 Chris was seconded 
to ESF Centre as Acting Assistant Chief Executive, and in January 2006 he was 
appointed permanently to the Centre as Head of Parent and Student Services, There 
are not many people left in the organisation with Chris's local knowledge, and his 
background as a parent (Lorna, Katy and Greg were all Island School students), 
teacher and senior leader put him in an excellent position to represent parents and 
students in this role. 


But secretly, Chris has never really left Island School and it is fitting, as he ends his 
third of a century (100 school term) career in Hong Kong, that he is able to tell the 
story of this special place. Whatever your connection is with 20 Borrett Road we 
hope that you enjoy your journey through the past and we look forward to the next 


forty years of success. 
Happy Birthday Island School! Definitely “No Ordinary School!” 


Michelle Hughes 
Principal 


E 


Chrís Forse was a teacher at Island School 
from 1974 until 2006 and Deputy Principal 
from 1989. He is currently Head of Parent 
and Student Services at the English Schools 
Foundation. The 40th anniversary of Island 
book is dedicated to the school he loves, and 
is a gift to The Island School Trust which will 
assist deserving students in gaining access to 
all the opportunities the school provides. 
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